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 CHAPTER 1356 
 NMC - Northwestern Michigan College Districts 
 
The Northwestern Michigan College (NMC) Districts are for the purpose of accommodating 
universities, colleges and other advanced learning institutions. Such uses often incorporate 
residential, office, recreational, and cultural activities. 
 
1356.01 Uses allowed.    1356.05 Encroachments into the 
1356.02 Uses allowed by special land    setbacks. 
  use permit.    1356.06 Building height. 
1356.03 Lot, density and impervious  1356.07 Accessory buildings. 
  surface provisions.   1356.08 Parking, loading and 
1356.04 Setbacks.      driveways. 
 CROSS REFERENCES 
Zoning and planning in home rules cities - MCLA 117.4i 
Regulation of location of trades, buildings and uses by local authorities - MCLA 125.581 
Regulation of buildings; authority to zone - MCLA 125.582 
Regulation of congested areas - MCLA 125.583 
Uses of land or structures not conforming to ordinances; powers of legislative bodies; acquisition 
of property - MCLA 125.583a 
Signs  - B & H Chapter 1476 
 
1356.01 USES ALLOWED. 

(a) Master Site Facilities Plan.  When applying for a land use permit, NMC 
shall present a Master Site and Facilities Plan for the current uses on all 
contiguous property owned by NMC and all anticipated uses within a 
minimum of the next five years.  This plan shall show adjacent properties 
sufficiently to identify surrounding uses and potential impacts on them by 
the applicant’s plan and conform to the requirements of Traverse City 
Code Section 1366.08, Master Site and Facilities Plans.  

(b) Uses allowed in the NMC-1 district.  The following uses of land and 
buildings, together with accessory uses, are allowed in the NMC-1 district: 
 OS district uses;  
 R-15 district uses; 
 Clustered single family dwellings. 
 The following, provided buildings are no larger than 10,000 square feet 

gross floor area: Universities, colleges and theological schools including 
the buildings used for administrative and faculty offices, classrooms, 
laboratories, chapels, auditoriums, museums, lecture halls, libraries, 
student and faculty centers, athletic facilities, dormitories, fraternities and 
sororities, but not including colleges or trade schools operated for profit 
and not including the use of any building, stadium or other facility for 
primarily commercial purposes. 

(c) NMC-2 District uses.  Uses permitted in the NMC-2 district: 
 OS district uses; 
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 R-29 district uses; 
 NMC-1 district uses, without the gross square foot limitations; 
 Bookstores; 
 Cultural facilities if parking facilities are not visible from a residential 

district; 
 Essential services and essential services with buildings; 
 Group day care homes; 
 Institutional headquarters; 
 Marinas and maritime operations associated with the college and its 

partners; 
 Meeting facilities and convention centers; 
 Places of worship; 
 Public administration; 
 Schools; 
 Theatrical producers, bands, orchestras and entertainers. 

(Ord. 475.   Passed 7-6-99.  Ord. 524.  Passed 2-20-01.  Ord. 590.  Passed 1-06-03.   
Ord. 667.  Passed 03-21-05.) 
 
1356.02 USES ALLOWED BY SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT. 
When applying for a land use permit NMC shall present a master site and facilities plan 
for the current uses on all the campus property and all anticipated uses within a minimum 
of the next five years.  The following uses of land and buildings, together with accessory 
uses, are allowed in the NMC Districts, if a special land use permit is issued according to 
the standards of this Code: 

 Communication towers, 
 Essential services buildings in a NMC-1 District,  
 Taller buildings in an NMC-2 district except buildings located on 

Grand Traverse Bay are limited to three stories and 50 feet. 
 Transitional housing and Emergency shelters 
 Wind Energy Pole/Tower-Mount  
 Wind Energy Building-Mount  

(Ord. 475.  Passed 7-6-99.  Ord. 524.  Passed 2-20-01. Ord. 938. Passed 4-2-12. Ord. 1006. 
Passed 7-7-14) 
 
1356.03 LOT, DENSITY AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE PROVISIONS. 
Lot width (min.) Lot area (min.) Density (maximum)  Impervious surface 
NMC-1:    20 feet No minimum.  15 dwelling units/acre  30% maximum(1) 
NMC-2:    20 feet No minimum.  29 dwelling units/acre  50% maximum(1) 

(1)  The surface parking area shall not exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the total area of any lot over ten acres.   
Hard surface recreational areas shall not be included as impervious surface for determining the percentage 
of allowable impervious surface.   

(Ord. 475.  Passed 7-6-99.   Ord. 533.  Passed 6-4-01.)  
 
1356.04 SETBACKS.  

(a) Front setbacks:   
 Buildings:  100 feet or as shown on the approved Master Site and Facilities Plan 



INDUSTR

smurray 

al
P
d
gr
th

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(b) S

 B
P
D
p

(c) R
B
P
D

(d) C
re

(e) W

RIAL DISTRIC

llowing a les
Parking area

istance equa
reater, excep
he building i

(1) At lea
front 
maint
provid
the pu

(2) Occas
area “
a  stro
princi

(3) Area “
vehicl
only s
unifor

(4) On c
requir

For thr
street th

ide setback
Building: 
Parking area
District. If sh

erimeter of t
Rear setback
Building:   5 
Parking area
District.  
Corner lots a
equired front

Water setba

CT 

sser setback.
a:   Behind
al to the set
pt in the NM
is allowed pr
ast 40% of A
of the buil
ained with 
de a strong v
ublic street. (
sional overfl
“A” consistin
ong pedestria
ipal entrance
“A” may be
les.  This are
slow-moving
rm pedestria
orner lots, 
rements 

Parking o
rough lots, par
hat carries less

ks (minimum
One side/A

a: 5 feet mi
hared parkin
the combine
ks: 
feet, except

a:   5 feet, e

and throug
t setback on 

acks: 50 fee

. 
d or to the s
tback of the

MC-2 Distric
rovided: 
Area “A” loc
lding and o

landscaping
visual and p
(See diagram
low parking 
ng of a park
an connectio
e(s) is retaine
e traversed b
ea and any c
g vehicles.  

an walkway e
the frontag
for 

on Grand Tra
rking may be 
s traffic, but  no

m):  
Aggregate:
inimum, exc
ng is develo
d parcels. 

t 20 feet if ab
except 20 fe

h lots havin
both streets

et inland fro

127

ide of the p
e principal b
ct on Grand T

cated on the
f the requir
g, pedestria

physical conn
m below).   

may occur 
king surface 
on between t
ed. 
by one two-w
crossing driv
The drive sh
elevation. 
ge along th

averse Bay in
provided stree

o closer than 2

0 
cept 10 feet 
oped, these 

butting or ac
eet if abuttin

ng a frontage
. 

om the ordin

principal bui
building or 2
Traverse Ba

 major stree
red front se

an walks or
nection betw

within the l
of grass or b

the public wa

way drive an
ve shall be d
hall be desi

he minor st
setbac

n NMC-2 D
etward of the 
5 feet from the

if abutting 
setbacks w

cross an alley
ng or across

e on two str

nary high w

2

ilding and s
25 feet, whi
ay, parking i

et (the area d
etback line)
r plazas in 
ween the bui

landscaped p
brick pavers
alk and the b

nd a drop-of
designed to e
gned to con

treet shall 
cks for side 

District 
principal build

e front property

or adjacent
would affect 

y from an R-
s an alley fr

reets shall pr

water mark 

2015-B Replac

set back a 
ichever is 
in front of 

directly in 
) shall be 

order to 
ilding and 

portion of 
s provided 
building’s 

ff area for 
encourage 
nform to a 

meet the 
yards. 

ding on the 
y line. 

t to an R-
only the 

-District.  
om an R-

rovide the 

of Grand 

cement 



INDUSTR

smurray 

T
m

   (O
 
 1356.05 
No encro
(Ord. 475
 
1356.06 

(a) B
N

 N
al
T

(b) E
 S

le
9

 P
ex
th
bu
bu

(Ord. 475
 
1356.07 
Accessor

(a) N
th

(b) N
(c) N

sq
(O

 
1356.08 
Requirem
addition,
parking o
providing
All grass
and shall
frequent 
shall be d
(Ord. 475
 
 

RIAL DISTRIC

Traverse Bay
may be locate
Ord. 475.  Pa

ENCR
oachments in
5.  Passed 7-

BUIL
Building heig
NMC-1: Max
NMC-2: Max
llowed by S

Traverse Bay
Exceptions: 

teeples and
essor of twic
0 feet. 

Parapet wall
xisting rooft
he perimeter
uilding ma
uilding. 
5.  Passed 7-

ACCE
ry buildings 

Not be locate
he principal b

Not exceed 3
Not be closer
quare feet gr
Ord. 475.  Pa

PARK
ments for par
 athletic fiel
on an area de
g one parkin
sed parking a
l not be used
parking, an 

developed. 
5.  Passed 7-

CT 

y except ma
ed at the wat
assed 7-6-99

ROACHME
nto the setba
-6-99.) 

LDING HEI
ght: 
ximum 45 fe
ximum 90 fe
LUP or PUD

y are limited 
  

d towers ma
ce the heigh

ls may be e
top equipme
r of the build
aterials simi

-6-99.  Ord. 

ESSORY B
shall: 

ed in the fron
building on 
0 feet in heig
r than 10 fe
ross floor are
assed 7-6-99

KING, LOA
rking, loadin
ds may prov
eveloped in t

ng space for e
areas shall be
d more than 1
impervious 

-6-99.) 

arina buildin
ter’s edge. 
9.) 

ENTS INTO
cks are allow

IGHT. 

eet  
eet. More th
D, except bu
to 50 feet. 

 
ay be erecte
ht of the atta

rected as ne
ent if the wa
ding and inc
ilar to tho

524.  Passed

UILDINGS

nt yard, exce
the less trav
ght. 
eet to any si
ea may be bu
9.  Ord. 524. 

ADING AND
ng and drivew
vide up to 50
turf grasses.
every 350 sq
e maintained
12 times per
surface or ap

128

ngs up to 3,

O THE SET
wed. 

an 60 feet m
uildings on G

ed to a heig
ached buildi

ecessary to s
all extends a
corporates ex
se of the 

d 2-20-01.  O

S. 

ept accessory
veled street o

ide or rear p
uilt up to the
 Passed 2-2

D DRIVEW
ways are con

0% of the req
  Grassed pa

quare feet of
d in a healthy
r calendar ye
pproved perv

000 square 

TBACKS. 

may be 
Grand 

ght the 
ing or 

screen 
around 
xterior 

main 

Ord. 738 Pas

y buildings m
on through lo

property lin
e water’s edg

20-01. Ord. 5

WAYS. 
ntained in C
quired numb
arking areas 
f continuous 
y, vigorous 

ear.  When u
vious hard s

2

feet gross f

ssed 3-19-07

may be loca
ots. 

ne.  Boat hou
ge. 
554.  Passed 

Chapter 1374
ber of organi
are consider
 turf-covered
growing con

use requires m
surface parki

2015-B Replac

floor area 

7.) 

ated streetwa

uses up to 3

2-4-02.) 

4.  In 
ized 
red as 
d area.  
ndition 
more 
ing area 

cement 

ard of 

3,000 


