
 
NOTICE 

 
Grand Traverse Commons  

Joint City of Traverse City/Garfield Township Planning Commission 
and  

Charter Township of Garfield and City of Traverse City  
Recreational Authority Board 

 
Joint Study Session 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 

6:30 p.m. 
Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 

Training Room 
400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, MI 49684 

Posted: 2/28/14 
 

The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to or treatment 
or employment in, its programs or activities. Makayla Vitous, Assistant City Manager, 400 Boardman Avenue, 
Traverse City, Michigan 49684, 922-4440, T.D.D., 922-4766, has been designated to coordinate compliance with 
the non-discrimination requirements. If you are planning to attend and you have a disability requiring any special 
assistance at the meeting and/or if you have any concerns, please immediately notify the ADA Coordinator. 

 
 JOINT STUDY SESSION AGENDA  

 
1. Call Meeting To Order 
 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Grand Traverse Commons Circulation and parking (Discussion) 

 
4. Temporary parking area behind the Barns (Discussion) 

 
5. Grand Traverse Commons Hydrology (Discussion) 
 
6. Reports and Updates 

 
7. Public Comment 

 
8. Adjournment 



 
NOTICE 

 
Grand Traverse Commons 

Joint City of Traverse City/Garfield Township Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 
Immediately following joint meeting 

Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 
Committee Room 

400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, MI 49684 
Posted: 2/28/14 

 
The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to or treatment 
or employment in, its programs or activities. Makayla Vitous, Assistant City Manager, 400 Boardman Avenue, 
Traverse City, Michigan 49684, 922-4440, T.D.D., 922-4766, has been designated to coordinate compliance with 
the non-discrimination requirements. If you are planning to attend and you have a disability requiring any special 
assistance at the meeting and/or if you have any concerns, please immediately notify the ADA Coordinator. 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Call Meeting To Order 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Review and Approval of the Agenda - Conflict of Interest. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 A. January 14, 2014 regular meeting (approval recommended)  
  
5. Old Business 

A. Draft Zoning Ordinance update 
 
6. New Business 

A. Temporary parking area behind the Barns (Request by Matt Cowall, Recreation 
Authority) 

 
7. Correspondence 

 
8. Public Comment 
 
9. Adjournment 

 



 

 

Grand Traverse Commons 
Joint City of Traverse City/Garfield Township 

Planning Commission 
 

Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, January 14, 2014 

7:00 pm 
Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 

Committee Room 
400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, MI 49684 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Meeting began at 7:05 PM. 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present:   Commissioners Serratelli, Hale, Racine, Warren  
Absent:       Clark. 
 
Staff: Russ Soyring, City Planning Director, Rob Larrea, Township Planning Director 
 
3. Review and Approval of the Agenda - Conflict of Interest. Motion by Commissioner 

Serratelli, supported by Commissioner Racine to approve the agenda.   Motion passed. 
 

4. Election of Officers 
A. Nominations for Chairperson 
B. Nominations for Secretary  

 
Commissioner Racine nominated Chairwoman Hale and Secretary Warren to 
continue serving in their current capacities as chairperson and secretary.  The 
nomination was seconded by Commissioner Serratelli.  There were no other 
nominations.  Upon vote the nomination passed unanimously (4-0, with 
Commissioner Clark absent).  

 
5. Approval of Minutes.  Approval Recommended. 
 

September 10, 2013 Regular Meeting. A motion was made Commissioner Warren, 
supported by Commissioner Serratelli to approve the minutes as corrected.  Motion 
passed. 

 
6. Old Business 
 

A. Review of City Attorney’s legal review of draft ordinance and Joint Agreement. 
  
Mr. Soyring reviewed the draft memo prepared by Lauren Trible-Laucht.  Mr. 
Larrea commented.   
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Discussion.   
 
Mr. Soyring stated a final version of the draft memo will be presented at the 
February meeting along with the Joint Planning Commission Joint 
Agreement.  Staff will make a recommendation whether the Township or City 
will be used to establish the powers, duties and procedures. 
 

B. Discussion of timeframe for final draft zoning ordinance and setting public hearing 
for the draft zoning ordinance. 

 
Mr. Soyring and Mr. Larrea discussed time frames for getting the draft ordinance 
complete. 
 
Discussion. 
 
During the discussion it was suggested that updated chapters of the draft code 
will be presented to the Planning Commission as they become available in 
February and March.   The goal is to have a complete revised version to the 
Planning Commission by the April 2 meeting. 

 
C. New Business. 
 

None. 
  

D. Correspondence. 
 

None.   
 

 
E. Public Comment  

 
Justin Reed commented on lighting and traffic circles on Silver Drive.  
 
Discussion. 

 
F. Adjournment  

 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM. 
 
 
__________________________                         _________________________________ 
Dated                                                                        Jan Warren, Secretary 
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Planning Commission
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Figure 16.3 Street Types and Circulation Plan
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Missy Luick <mluick@traversecitymi.gov>

Fwd: Re: Joint PC next week

Matt Cowall <mcowall@liaa.org> Wed, Feb 26, 2014 at 5:08 PM
To: Missy Luick <mluick@traversecitymi.gov>

Looks like this chain had your old email on it... hope this reaches you better!

-------- Original Message --------
Subject:Re: Joint PC next week

Date:Wed, 26 Feb 2014 16:25:07 -0500
From:Matt Cowall <mcowall@liaa.org>

To:Brian VanDenBrand <Bvandenbrand@garfield-twp.com>
CC:Russ Soyring <rsoyring@traversecitymi.gov>, Roberto Larrea <rlarrea@garfield-twp.com>, Molly

<molly@mollyago.com>, Missy Luyk <mluyk@ci.traverse-city.mi.us>

Hi all,

Here is a copy of the plan. We're looking at being able to park cars along either side of Red Drive between the
Cathedral Barn to the south and the Pavilion and Visitor Center to the north. This will get day users off the road
and out of the fire lane. Note that the engineer has prescribed a gravel area for the west side of the road (where
the trailhead is) while leaving it grass on the east side of the road for overflow. (His first iteration of this showed
gravel on both sides of the road; he's changed his mind on that.) 

I don't want to abuse the word "temporary" on this. The JPC should know that this will likely be our reality at least
until there are funds to finish all the roads in the park, and that's going to take a while. Roads are one of the
bigger challenges we have left in terms of infrastructure and expense. 

Please let me know if you need anything else, thanks,

Matt

Matt Cowall
Executive Director
City of Traverse City and Charter Township of Garfield Recreational Authority
324 Munson Avenue
Traverse City, MI 49686
231-929-3696 (p)
231-929-3771 (f)
www.liaa.org

On 2/26/2014 12:21 PM, Brian VanDenBrand wrote:

Hey Russ,

 

It sounds like Matt Cowall will have an agenda item for the JPC’s consideration next week – a

mailto:mcowall@liaa.org
mailto:Bvandenbrand@garfield-twp.com
mailto:rsoyring@traversecitymi.gov
mailto:rlarrea@garfield-twp.com
mailto:molly@mollyago.com
mailto:mluyk@ci.traverse-city.mi.us
http://www.liaa.org/


2/27/2014 Grand Traverse County Mail - Fwd: Re: Joint PC next week

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=88656c991c&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=144703dd1d1ed857 2/2

temporary parking area behind the barns. I think the needs to take a look at it because it’s not in
an area designated for parking according to the park master plan.

 

Matt and/or Molly, please send along a copy of the plan when you have a chance.

 

Thanks,

 

Brian VanDenBrand

Deputy Planner

Charter Township of Garfield

3848 Veterans Drive

Traverse City, MI 49684

 

t. 231.941.1620 f. 231.941.1588

www.garfield-twp.com

 

.
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SITE AND DIMENSION PLAN
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