
TRAVERSE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
STUDY SESSION 

 
TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2014 

7:30 P.M. 
Training Room 

Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 
400 Boardman Avenue 

Traverse City, Michigan 49684 
 

Posted: 4/11/14 
 

AGENDA 
 

The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to or 
treatment or employment in, its programs or activities. Makayla Vitous, Assistant City Manager, 400 
Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, Michigan 49684, 922-4440, T.D.D., 922-4766, has been designated to 
coordinate compliance with the non-discrimination requirements. If you are planning to attend and you 
have a disability requiring any special assistance at the meeting and/or if you have any concerns, please 
immediately notify the ADA Coordinator. 
 
Planning Commission 
c/o Russell Soyring, Planning Director 
400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, MI 49684 
231-922-4778 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL   
 
3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
4. “TRANSFORMING OUR MAJOR STREETS” BOB GIBBS (PRESENTATION) 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 



 
For more than three decades, Gibb's expertise in commercial 
development and sustainable town planning has been sought by some 
of the most respected mayors, highly regarded architects, and 
successful real-estate developers in the country. 

 
 He was honored by the Clinton Presidential Library for his life's 
contributions to urban planning and development.  

Transforming 

Tuesday, April 15 
 7:30 PM 

Governmental  Center,  400 Boardman Avenue 
Training Room (2nd Floor) 

Robert Gibbs, a leader in new urbanism, planning and 
commercial market research and one of the foremost urban 
retail planners in the United States will present how to 
transform tired, under performing streets into economic 
powerhouses, full of street life and energy. 

Our Major Streets 



Gibbs Planning Group pioneered the development of sustainable and 
community-oriented principles of Traditional Town Planning and Smart 
Growth as an antidote to the sprawl of suburbia.  

 
Since its inception, his firm, Gibb’s Planning Group, has been active in 
developing innovative yet practical methods for applying modern 
trends in commercial development to more than 500 town centers and 
historic districts here and abroad. 

 
His firm specializes in Historic Downtowns, New Urban Communities, 
Suburban Retrofitting, Mixed Use Town Centers and Retail Centers.  

 
Gibbs is a frequent lecturer at national  planning conferences. Gibbs 
also teaches an Urban Retail Planning & Development Executive Session 
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. 

Gibbs recently published: 
Principles of Urban Retail Planning 
and Development (Wiley & Sons). 
The book covers: retail business 
models, shopping center types, 
planning & design case studies, 
leasing contracts, finance and case 
studies for both historic and new 
shopping districts.  

Learn from an expert on how we can transform Traverse City’s major 
streets into vibrant places where we will want to shop, live and work.  

Attend Robert Gibbs’ presentation on April 15. 

City of Traverse City 
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Character Images  



West of Bridge 

• 18,850 (10/18/11) 

• 19,741 (8/9/12) 

• 12,081 (6/20/13 

 

Between Boardman and 
Wellington 

• 21,367 (10/18/11) 

• 21,693  (8/9/12) 

 

Between Franklin and 
Railroad 

• 21,612 (6/20/13) 

24-hour Traffic Counts 
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