
  Office of the City Clerk, 400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, MI 49684, (231) 922-4480 
 

Traverse City Arts Commission 
*Special Meeting* 

 
9:00 AM 

Monday, October 3, 2016     
Located in: The Second Floor Commission Chambers 

Governmental Center 
Traverse City, MI 49684 

Posted: Friday, September 30, 2016 
 

If you are planning to attend the meeting and you have a disability requiring any special 
assistance at the meeting, please notify the City Clerk, immediately. 
 
The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or 
access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs or activities.  Penny Hill, Assistant City 
Manager, 400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, Michigan, 49684, 922-4440, TDD 922-4412, 
has been designated to coordinate compliance with the non-discrimination requirements 
contained in Section 35.107 of the Department of Justice Regulations.  Information concerning 
the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the rights provided thereunder, are 
available from the ADA Coordinator. 

Traverse City Arts Commission:  
c/o Katie Zeits, Deputy City Clerk  
(231) 922-4480 
Email: tcclerk@traversecitymi.gov  
Web:  www.traversecitymi.gov  
400 Boardman Avenue 
Traverse City, MI 49684 
 

AGENDA 
   

1. Call to order, attendance, announcements 
 

2. Consideration of making a final decision regarding the Bryan Crough Memorial Artwork.  
 

3. Public Comment 

mailto:tcclerk@traversecitymi.gov
http://www.traversecitymi.gov/


Call ID: 902892  Artist ID: 39915
Status: Received

DeWitt Godfrey
Contact

Partner
   Contact via

   Email
   Phone

   Cell
   Web Site

   Mailing Address

 
   Cell Phone
   dgodfrey@colgate.edu
   315 691 2946
   315 292 3853
   http://www.dewittgodfrey.com
   7439 Willey Road
   Earlville NY
   13332 

Custom Answers

 Upload your current resume, detailing past or current commissions and public installations of work, and including artist name,

gallery representation (if any), address, phone, and email.&nbsp;&nbsp;If a team application, resume should include information on

all team members. 

Project statement 5_28_16.pdf

 List of three professional references with knowledge of the artist&rsquo;s work and working methods. This list must include

complete addresses and phone numbers for the reference. 

Public Art References 01_03_2016.doc

 Artists may submit up to three items of support materials (i.e. reviews, articles about their work etc.). 

 Artists may submit up to three items of support materials (i.e. reviews, articles about their work etc.). 

 Artists may submit up to three items of support materials (i.e. reviews, articles about their work etc.). 

Art Detail

Category
Statement I am an accomplished public artist having completed large-scale commissions for clients, museums and

universities with commensurate budgets. I am available in the timeframe set out in the RFQ. I am interested in
my work and in my teaching in the role arts can play in community and how innovative public art with unusual
form in expected and unexpected locations can help us re-experience the familiar and reevaluate our place in the
urban environment.  My projects are inextricably site specific/dependent: the installations emphasize the
relational existence of form within contexts of material, process, public space and collaboration. The sculptures
cylindrical elements form a community of similar yet distinct, dependent individuals - an aesthetic, structural and
material ecosystem.  My sculptures are acts of interpretation not declaration, a result of an intimate dialogue with
site, client and community. The scale and form of my work would be a fitting memorial.
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DeWitt Godfrey (Continued)

Layman
Corten Steel and Bolts
84" x 330" x 80"
$40000.00
2012

Pamplona (Cambridge,
detail)
Cor-ten steel and bolts
290" x 150" x 90"
$45000.00
2006

Pamplona (New Haven)
Cor-ten steel and bolts
290" x 180" x 90"
$45000.00
2006

Buttress
Corten Steel
18' x 62' x 10'
$75000.00
2012

Buttress
Corten Steel
18' x 62' x 10'
$75000.00
2012

Quake
Weathering Steel
17' x 36' x 8'
$45000.00
2015

Quake
Weathering Steel
17' x 36' x 8'
$45000.00
2015

Odin
Corten Steel
16' x 42' x 45'
$150000.00
2014

Odin
Corten Steel and Bolts
15' x 40' x 40'
$185000.00
2014

Sawyer
Corten Steel and Bolts
16' x 12' x 7'
$30000.00
2015

Concordia
Corten Steel and Bolts
28' x 18' x 9'
$75000.00
2012

Capital
Weathering Steel
18' x 16' x 8"
$74000.00
2015

Capital
Weathering Steel
18' x 16' x 8'
$74000.00
2015

https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=893101
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=237537
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=237538
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=716896
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=716898
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=1867264
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=1867269
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=1548259
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=1910930
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=1910926
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=1910932
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=2088688
https://admin.callforentry.org/admin/dir_events/artist_view_image.php?id=2088695


Dear Selection Committee: 
 
I am an accomplished public artist having completed large-scale commissions for clients, 
museums and universities with commensurate budgets. I am available in the timeframe set out in 
the RFQ. 
 
This project interests me on several levels. One for the opportunity to create a defining experience 
at the entrance to the new police faciliity and the unique role my sculptures play – massive in 
scale but also porous and airy, simultaneously imposing yet light. Two, I am interested in my 
work and in my teaching in the role arts can play in community and how innovative public art 
with unusual form in expected and unexpected locations can help us re-experience the familiar 
and reevaluate our place in the urban environment.  
 
Three recent projects are relevant to the connective corridor, both in scale/ambition and how my 
work gains meaning from place; “Concordia” commissioned by Lexarts Inc., for the roof of the 
Downtown Art Center in Lexington, KY and “Lincoln” for the Decordova Museum in Lincoln, 
MA. “Concordia” negotiates two formerly distinct structures – which form a plinth for the 
sculpture formed by the roof and the wall. Much in the same way that the Art Center augments, 
strengthens and shoulders the larger community, the form of the sculpture references the buttress, 
an external support meant to shore up, reinforce and sustain a larger structure. The rooftop site 
presented unique challenges, which required extensive consultation with architects, engineers and 
riggers as well as skillful negotiations with client, city agencies and stakeholders. “Lincoln” was 
the largest piece ever commissioned for the museum and my largest to date, 30,000 pounds of 
material that cascades 150’ down a hillside meadow, inspired by the ubiquitous stone walls of the 
region. Most recently, in collaboration with Daniel Bosia of AKT II engineering, explored a new 
surface packing process of conical sections (that build on the formal and structural qualities of my 
earlier work. “Odin” is a free-standing, 40’ diameter corten steel sculpture comprised of 240 
individual elements conceived, designed and fabricated with digital design and fabrication 
technology. 
 
As described above, my projects are inextricably site specific/dependent: the installations 
emphasize the relational existence of form within contexts of material, process, public space and 
collaboration. The sculptures cylindrical elements form a community of similar yet distinct, 
dependent individuals – an aesthetic, structural and material ecosystem. Like other kinds of 
stacking and arranging – from bacterial colonies to soap bubbles to dry-stack stonewalls – the 
material shape, form and behavior of these systems settle into stable arrangements. A dry wall 
mason’s objectives and process are constrained and inspired by the lay of the land, available 
material, experience and improvisation – and like my sculpture, are acts of interpretation not 
declaration. Engaged by gravity, they find their optimal position and orientation. Like other self-
organizing systems, the sculptures have an active role in their own making -- their strength and 
physical integrity depends on a capacity to absorb and distribute stresses throughout the network 
of components that make up the whole. 
 
The scale and form of my work is adequate to the challenge of your site, and would both 
complement and mediate the transition from street to building and enliven the pedestrian 
experience.  
.	  
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Katelyn Zeits <kzeits@traversecitymi.gov>

Bryan Crough Memorial Artwork  finalist

DeWitt Godfrey <dgodfrey@colgate.edu> Fri, Sep 23, 2016 at 11:13 AM
To: Katelyn Zeits <kzeits@traversecitymi.gov>

Katelyn

Artprize is going very well, the installation is finished and we are getting very good responses, could you please share
the images with the committee, thanks

Please see my answers to your questions below
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On Thu, Sep 22, 2016 at 1:57 PM, Katelyn Zeits <kzeits@traversecitymi.gov> wrote:
Hi DeWitt, 

I hope Art Prize is treating you well! 

The Traverse City Arts Commission met yesterday regarding your maquette submission and was hoping to get a few
more details from you. 

Can you please respond to the following questions by Monday, September 26th? 

 Confirmation of site location being Lay Park in Traverse City. You mention in your statement that you were creating a
"defining experience at the entrance of the new police facility..." Lay Park is not a police facility and there are no
buildings within the park. You also state that your projects are "inextricably site specific/dependent." Can you please
give a little insite as to how your proposed piece will fit into Lay Park?  Below is a link to pictures and a
map of the park. 

The reference to a police facility is an unfortunate (and embarrassing)  cut and paste error, my apologies. I see my
proposed sculpture at the center of the planned circular plaza feature indicated on the plan. The structure will function
much like an updated interpretation of he traditional gazebo, a place for gathering, interactivity and contemplation.

 You mention that artwork will fit into the $50,000 budget. Can you please provide a bit more detail as to how
it will fit? Does it include any lighting, videoing of setup, etc? 

See estimated budget attached. 

 What is your time frame for installation, when you would start and will it be done by June, 2017?

I could start the project as soon as scope of work and contract are prepared and executed, immediately. I can commit to
an installation between 5/15 and 6/30 

 Maintenance, what does maintenance look like for your piece?

The piece requires little regular maintenance, I recommend power washing twice (fall, spring) a year to keep the piece
free of organic debris (leaves, dirt, etc) where moisture can collect; the weathering steel needs no other coatings or
treatments. I would provide a detailed maintenance plan as part of the commission
 

 Material, is the material smooth or rough edged?

All the edges of the sculpture would be eased (ground, sanded to a soft rounded profile) so there are no sharp hazards 
 

I look forward to your answers to the above mentioned questions. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Thank you,

Katie 

Katelyn Zeits, CMC, CMMC 
Deputy City Clerk | City of Traverse City 
400 Boardman Ave. | Traverse City, MI 49684
kzeits@traversecitymi.gov | www.traversecitymi.gov/cityclerk
O: 231.922.4480 | F: 231.922.4485

FOLLOW TRAVERSE CITY!

mailto:kzeits@traversecitymi.gov
mailto:kzeits@traversecitymi.gov
http://www.traversecitymi.gov/city-clerk
tel:231.922.4480
tel:231.922.4485
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Pictures and a map of Lay Park: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwGhivxlDRauTi1rM2s2UEo4SFk/view?usp=sharing

 
DeWitt Godfrey, Professor of Art
Chair, Art and Art History
301 Little Hall
Colgate University
13 Oak Drive
Hamilton, NY 13346
T 315 228 7593
F 315 228 7787
E dgodfrey@colgate.edu
W www.dewittgodfrey.com
Odin

Bryan Crough Memorial Est Budget.doc
27K

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwGhivxlDRauTi1rM2s2UEo4SFk/view?usp=sharing
tel:315%20228%207593
tel:315%20228%207787
mailto:dgodfrey@colgate.edu
http://www.dewittgodfrey.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wp-oVIdbyfA
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=b465302b48&view=att&th=157579be91a10e91&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_itfwqgji2&safe=1&zw


DeWitt Godfrey 

Bryan Crough Memorial Sculpture will be constructed of 12 gauge Corten Steel sheet, fastened 
with 5/16” stainless steel bolts, anchored to concrete foundation, with stainless steel and epoxy 
anchor system. 

 

*Estimated Budget (subject to contract and negotiation) 

 

Fee             $     7,500 

Design and Engineering         $     9,000 

(Includes final proposal, engineering and/or architectural documents, budget and 
schedule, engineering) 

Overhead (insurance, taxes, fees, etc)        $     2,500 
          

Materials and Supplies       

Steel     $13,000 

Misc (Fasteners, bits, etc)  $1,000 

Subtotal Materials and Supplies         $       14,000 

Fabrication  

Laser Cutting   $2,500       

Labor     $6,220 

 Subtotal Fabrication            $      8,720     

 

Shipping        

Trucking   $3,000 

Subtotal Transportation            $       3,000 

  

Installation       

Rigging/equipment rental $1,200 

Installation travel 

Transportation   $1,600 



Lodging   $1,080 

Per diem (4 persons)   $1,400    

Subtotal Installation              $      5,280 

Travel  

TOTAL                 $     50,000 

 

*Installation at five days, includes set up and removal of necessary scaffolding, installation 
equipment etc.  

*This estimate does not include foundation work (should be part of plaza construction scope and 
budget) 

*This estimate does not include lighting or other infrastructure improvements 

 



 
 
Lillian Hsu, Director, Public Art Program  
Cambridge Arts Council 
344 Broadway 
Cambridge, MA 02139  
(617) 349-4380 
lhsu@CambridgeMA.GOV 
 
Kris Snider, Principal 
Hewitt Architects 
101 Stewart Street, suite 200 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-624-8154 
ksnider@hewittseattle.com 
 
James Clark 
Integrated Arts Inc 
161 N. Mill Street 
Lexington, KY 40507 
Jim@integratedartsic.com 
 
Nick Capasso, Director 
Fitchburg Art Museum 
185 Elm Street 
Fitchburg, MA 01420 
978-345-4207 ext 301 
capasso@fitchburgartmuseum.org 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lhsu@CambridgeMA.GOV
mailto:ksnider@hewittseattle.com
mailto:Jim@integratedartsic.com
mailto:ncapasso@fitchburgartmuseum.org
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