AGENDA

TRAVERSE CITY HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2014

7:00 P.M.

Committee Room, Governmental Center, 2" Floor

400 Boardman Avenue
Traverse City, Michigan 49684
231-922-4464

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
2; APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Approval of the September 25, 2014 regular meeting minutes.

3. REQUEST 14-HDC-05 FROM THOM DARGA, 101 NORTH PARK STREET, SUITE
318, TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN for:

Approval of plans for the construction of a marquee/canopy located at the
property commonly known as 106 East Front Street (City Opera House),
Traverse City, Michigan. (Downtown Historic District)

4. OTHER BUSSINESS

5. ADJOURNMENT

The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to or
treatment or employment in, its programs or activities. Penny Hill, Assistant City Manager, 400 Boardman
Avenue, Traverse City, Michigan, 49684, 922-4440, T.D.D., 922-4412, has been designated to coordinate
compliance with the non-discrimination requirements contained in Section 35.107 of the Department of
Justice regulations. Information concerning the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the
rights provided thereunder, are available from the ADA Coordinator. If you are planning to attend and
you have a disability requiring any special assistance at the meeting and/or if you have any concerns,
please immediately notify the ADA Coordinator.



MINUTES

TRAVERSE CITY HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

7:00 P.M.

Committee Room, Governmental Center, 2" Floor

400 Boardman Avenue
Traverse City, Michigan 49684
231-922-4464

PRESENT: Commissioners Andres, Zacks, Crane, Vice-Chairperson Tobin and
Chairperson Callahan.
ABSENT: Commissioners Mansuy and Andres
STAFF PRESENT: David Weston
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Approval of the August 21, 2014 regular meeting minutes.
Motion by Commissioner Zacks, seconded by Commissioner Tobin to approve
the August 21, 2014 regular meeting minutes as presented. Upon vote the
motion carried 4-0.
3. REQUEST 14-HDC-19 - FROM SARAH BOURGEOIS, ARCHITECT FOR THOMAS

GILBERT AND MARSHA SMITH , 529 WASHINGTON STREET, TRAVERSE CITY,
MICHIGAN, for:

Approval of plans for the demolition and reconstruction of a side (west)
porch roof located at the property mentioned. (Boardman Neighborhood
Historic District)

Sarah Bourgeois presented drawings and answered questions from the
Commission. Motion by Commissioner Tobin seconded by Commissioner
Zacks to approve the drawings as presented. Upon vote the motion carried
4-0. Commissioner Zacks will serve as the project liaison.



4. REQUEST 14-HDC-20, FROM DAVE AND KRISTEN CONARD, 217 FRANKLIN
STREET, TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN, for:

Approval of plans for the removal and reconstruction of a covered front
porch located at the property mentioned.

Dave Conrad presented drawings and answered questions from the
Commission. Motion by Commissioner Tobin seconded by Commissioner
Crane to approve the drawings contingent that the side steps are eliminated,
reuse the brackets on the columns or reconstruct something similar and if the
existing spacing of the columns is not staying the same then add one
additional column for a total of four. Upon vote the motion carried 4-0.
Commissioner Tobin will serve as the project liaison.

5. OTHER BUSSINESS
None
6. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Date

David M. Weston, Secretary



TRAVERSE CITY HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION
APPLICATION FOR

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION PERMIT
Date of Application: —AIOI?A(J (i ! i

Property Address: (O E. BvonT

Local Historic District:  DouwaTowd A VeoAT SSKNEET

Existing Zoning Classification: _ C. 4 B

Architectural / Design Firm: _ Gye.g€n) 't;?ne,nae, Tesign_Tec.

Address: \’?—Oﬁ W, 'bqud A—u‘& CJAtM[o J__[___. (=060

Description of Plans: l"\d:--i&_oi?_. AT C';\Tv{ @M Hoose FrNTVLAAKRS

THE COMPLETED APPLICATION SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE CITY PLANNING
DEPARTMENT A MINIMUM OF 10 DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING AT WHICH THE
REQUEST WILL BE CONSIDERED AND SHALL MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS LISTED

ON THE REVERSE SIDE.

Owner Name: Crryoe  [WAJASZ L7 Phone: QY/l- 80 82 Fax:

FeovEn
Address: _|O( & Fuewt

Signature of Owner:

Signature of Applicant (if different): Q[t_(}-—‘ﬂ QI\,_,

Relationship of Applicant to Owner: V\u»tu/u E:bAﬂ-«A 23 >ﬂe@l& @ORM




10/23/2014 Grand Traverse County Mail - Opera House Canopy

Dave Weston <dweston@traversecitymi.gov>

Opera House Canopy
4 messages

Thom Darga <Thom@dargaworks.com> Wed, Oct 8, 2014 at 9:56 AM

To: Dave Weston <dweston@traversecitymi.gov>
Cc: "Baribeau, Diana" <DIANABARIBEAU@whartoncenter.com>, "Ksmith5770@gmail.com" <ksmith5770@gmail.com>, Thom
Greene <thom@gpdchicago.com>, Chris Lambert <chris@northerntitieagency.com>, Rob Bacigalupi <rob@downtowntc.com>

Dear David,

With the assistance of Mr. Chris Lambert of Northern Title Agency, Inc. we forward this copy of Quit Claim Deed for
property donated by the Votruba Family to City of TC as described in the Deed “for the purpose of renovating and
operating the Opera House portion of the property and no use of this portion of the property except for cultural,...”

This gift is made for the purpose of renovating and op-
erating the Opera House portion of the property and no use may be
made of this portion of the property except for cultural, chari-
table, civiec or municipal purposes (including commercial activities
accessory to such purposes) as long as it remains feasible, struc-
turally and economically, to renovate or operate the Cpera House.

The gift of the 24" storefront to the City of Traverse City by the Votruba family as excerpted from the Quit Claim Deed
above was intended to facilitate the “renovating and operating” of the Opera House portion of the property indicated
restricts within the Deed further specifically to the following proviso,” as it remains feasible, structurally and
economically, to renovate or operate the Opera House."

Do we need to further research the chain of Title or will this Quit Claim Deed suffice to establish and indicate chain of
title for the purpose of establishing that the Opera House structure originally did not include the “Annex” and
specifically does not impede further the COHA's pursuit of Permit from Historic Districts Commission for the design
and installation of a Canopy. Further, if efforts and findings of your office do not conflict with these findings we would
ask that you place COHA on the agenda for the next Historic Districts Commission regular meeting to request Permit
and input on design of the Canopy.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Darga

‘h

DARGA/CH 1)

Thomas J. Darga
Office (231) 421 5105

https //mail.google.com/mail/?ui=28&ik=6936c44391&view=pt&search=inbox&th= 148f00baa7b4 1dad&sim|= 148f00baa7b4 1dad&sim = 1493d3858090343&sim|= . ..
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S THIS INDENTURE, Made this &y day of January, 19 76
WITNESSETH, That GRETCHEN A. VOTRUBA, wife of grantee herein, of 403 Sixth Street,

LB o84 ecrad

Traverse City, Michigan 49684

for the sum of ONE ($1. 00) DOLLAR AND NO OTHER VALUABLE CONSIDERATION CONVEYS

AND QUIT CLAIMS to WILLIAM E, VOTRUBA, husband of grantor herein, of 403 Sixth Street,
Traverse City, Michigan 49684

the following described lands and premises situated in

County of

City
and State of Michigan, viz:

of Traverse City,

Grand Traverse

The West 24, 429 feet of Lot 3, Lot 2, and the East 8, 452 feet
of Lot 1, Block 5, EXCEPT: Commencing at a point 58 feet
East of Southwest corner of Lot 1, thence East along Lot line
24 feet, thence North 48 feet, thence West 24 feet, thence South
48 feet to beginning,

(This deed is expressly executed by the grantor herein for the
purpose of conveying unto the grantee herein any and all interest
now possessed by the grantor in the above-described premises,
or that may be hereafter acquired, and for the further purpose
of extinguishing any and all claims and demands of every char-
acter arising out of the mariral status of the parties, including
the right of dower in the above-described premises. )

CO. M|

BEARA
REOOR

| 37 M°76

e
m
O

v

No Docmmentary Tax required

& =3
/.J-'_‘fk-'—::‘:—‘a. 1 (2 s derm
REGI%TER OF DEEDS

Signed on the date first above written

STATE OF MICHIGAN

SS.
COUNTY OF GRAND TRAVERSE
On this L day of January, 19 76 before me, a Notary Public in and for said
County personally appearsd GRETCHEN A, VOTRUBA

4
:w-',
to me known to be the same person described in and who executed the within instrumenta who

acknowledged the same to be her free act and deed.
My commission Expires . £
Maxch 22, 19 76

Notary Public,

Grand Traverse

County, Michigan
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DEED OF GIFT

William E. Votruba and Gretchen A. Votruba, husband and
wife, of 403 Sixth Street, Traverse City, Michigan, 49684 (herein-
after referred to as the "Donor") hereby give, convey, assign, and
quit claim to the City of Traverse City, a Michigan municipal cor-
poration, whose address is Governmental Center, 400 Boardman Avenue,
Traverse City, Michigan, 49684 (hereinafter referred to as the
"Donee"), all of the following described real properties, to have
and hold the same absolutely:

The east 8 feet of Lot 1 and the west 17 feet of Lot
2 except the south 48 feet thereof; and the remainder
of Lot 2 to the east of the west 17 feet of said Lot;
and the west 24.429 feet of Lot 3; all being a part
of Block 5, Original Plat of the City of Traverse
City.

This gift is made for the purpose of renovating and op-
erating the Opera House portion of the property and no use may be
made of this portion of the property except for cultural, chari-
table, civic or municipal purposes {including commercial activities
accessory to such purposes) as long as it remains feasible, struc-
turally and economically, to renovate or coperate the Cpera House.

Subject to easements and restricticns of record.

This conveyances is exempt from state transfer tax pursuant to
MCLA 207.505(5) (a); MsAa 7.456(5) (a).

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have executed this Deed of Gift
on the 3rd day of October r 198B0.

//
g ’ ////é&tlﬁw, Z &éz ZQ_-/
Harry T! Running ) Oct 9 2 q3(ﬁ‘ﬁﬁlllam E. vVotruba

A cdéﬁuﬂ éfﬂ Z7/fﬁ vmf

J?nggétchen A. Votruba

IN THE PREQENCE OF:

Vivian D. Hodek 'L_‘”'

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) Ss

COUNTY OF GRAND TRAVERSE)

On this 3rd day of Octcocber r 19B0, before me, a
Notary Public in and for said County personally appeared William
E. Votruba and Gretchen A. Votruba, husband and wife, to me known
to be the same persons described in and who executed the within
instrument, who acknowledged the same to be their free act and

deed.
ivi Hodek I

Vivian D.

Notary Public, Grand Traverse
County, Michigan

My Commission Expires: Mar.19,1984

PREPARED BY:

W. Peter Doren, City Attorney
Governmental Center

400 Boardman, Box 592
Traverse City, MI 49684
(616) 941-2366

Grand Traverse County Register of Deeds 0507-0975 Pg# 1




\ Traverse City, Michicgan, 49684, this day expresses its gratitude

ledges receipt of a Deed of Gift from William E. V trub

W
and Grs+tchen A. Votruba, husband and wife, whose address is £03

Sixth 3treet, Traverse City, Michigan, 49684, consisting of certain

real property described as follows:

£ n
of Lot 2 to the east of 12 west eat said Lot;
and the west 24.429 feet of Lot 3: 1l being a part
of Block 5, Original Flat of the City of Traverse
Gty

Said gift is hereby accepted by the City of Traverse ity

. /-
V.’/?’ M{‘M_ By ey T - /M—\ Qﬂ
Ka:nry:caturcn 7 /A ames . Tcmpklns/’Jr- ///

City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

SUBRSTANCE:
\

(O () s

<
bert 5. Anderson, Jr.
City Manager HOLY
By Gerald M. Williams en
Deputy City Manager
STATE OF MICHIGAN

0SS ] o

i
{
|
<

)
) Ss
COUNTY OF GRAND TRAVERSE)

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me, a
Notary Public in and for said County and State, this 20th day of
October, 1980, by Norman A. Kline and James F, Tompkins, Jr., the
Mayor and City Clerk, respectively, of the City of Traverse City,
a Mickhigan municipal corporation, on behalf of said corporation,
tc me knowr to be the same persons described in and who executed
the within Acceptancz of Deed of Gift, and who acknowledged the

same to be their free act and deed.
C? ézé7ﬁ2A4kéL

Lily Q4 @ontent Notary Public
Grand Traverse County, Michigan
My Commission Expires: Dec. 8, 13980

PREPARED BY:

W. Peter Doren, City Attcrney
400 Boardman Avenue, Box 582
Traverse City, MI 49684
(616} 941-23656

Grand Traverse County Reqgister of Deeds 0510-0827 Pg# 1
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at the Northern Michigan Asylum, later called the
Traverse City State Hospital.

The first plan called for a two-story building
with commercial shops at street level. Perry Hannah
and others pointed out, however, that this was too

Wllhelm Bartak & Co.

; DEALERS II\
Gro @mg@ @z_,@@ Pro ovisions,
OILN, PAINTS, BRUSHES, &e.
Manufacturers and Dealers in

Harness, Saddles, Trunks, Satchels, Etc.,

SUMMER AND WINTER HORSE CLOTHING.

CASH PAID FOR HIDES.
3 Doors West of Post Office, Front Street,

Lraxrerse Cityr. - 2\ e o W

Advertisement in GRAND TRAVERSE HERALD in 1890.

small to meet the city’s needs. So the partners were
persuaded to build a much larger, three-story build-
ing; the top floors encompassing a regular theatre
with balcony, boxes and a seating capacity of at least
1,000.

Originally, the plan was to build the Opera
House right next to the Masonic Hall, but because the
Opera House required deeper footings, it was decided
to locate the new building 24 feet to the east and to fill
the gap with a separate building. It became known as
the “fill-in” building, or the 106 building (106 East



S b S O L byt ,”,,-....l!._{;w. 1
9681 punoJe ‘ybii e eqniiop yuel ‘(uoneoo) A
awes ay} je Aepo} ssauisng ul |Ins) doys ssauteH BqnIjoA 4y

<

Y il

| St

SPUaLI MU AUBW PUE PlO AU 393L 01 UOnIEILAUY |
. : maN Kfforr snosadsold pue svauysiay Ky e suoned A9 Buiystyy
1ok 1949 = = = - .

Ty v % Ay,

v §31H300H9 ¢ 55

aaey Loy Hun
2 [euosiad Sq

ONINLIVINNVI SSINHYH
SNOISIADHd ONV S31430049

=Y ..

oA 0y

' il Ol pasaun

VILILLON NNV ,
MVEMVH ALY

IVHITETEN SV

L

\.._r \\\\\.n\,. ,..\__\\\. .».,.\\..\\\\;. .C.\..a\_v ,.“\‘\ v ‘\\:\_\\.

dn Aemyjey 1noge Buipue) e 18 a1em sioop BuiBuims ey ejueo
1e Aemuiels uado asnoH eladQ ay) os|e 8joN (‘'g06L Ul S}@alls sse) 0)
uolun wouy pased sem 18241S JUOIH) “SHIEMAPIS PIEO( puk 18315 Juoi4
paaedun ay} 8j0N UOIONISUOD Jaye asnoH esadQ aui jo ojoyd Aueg

.!.a . WO e

Aaojeoual Areniqa, ur 1addns fyurep,, ayj 105 owiny
ur paystulyy a1am nq ‘(e A31D) Y} 1e paurp s3sens ay
uayMm) Jaquiada(] ur Suruado [ewrojur ayy 10y Apeal
aynb jou azom Aay -asnop erad( ayy 10 san[ovy
Sururp pue uaydyy| [[eIsul 0} aIdY} ‘Surpyng 901 Y3
JO I00[j PUOS Y} pue anjeay) ay) usamiaq 3uruado
ue apraoid 03 papwop sem 3t quiod dwos 1y

“S[I0M ST 10§ 3ul
-p[INq 90T Y} UT }S2IIUL JTLU-2UO B UIAIS SEM WII[IM
uyo[ yeys pres st 3| Ieak awes ayy Jo Ae(] sewsuy)
uo Sumuado [ewrojur ay) I0j dwm} Ul paysiuly ng
[[e a1am s3urp[ng ayj pue ‘(681 ‘91 [1dy uo uaxoiq
SEM PUNOIn "I} WeS ) Jnoqe je pajadwod arom
Aayy pue s3urpping yoq uo A[Snoaueinuiis payiom
WRY[IM Uyo[ ‘uSIsap [eInjda)iydie JUaIafjip e Juraey
‘Buipying ajeaedas e se pauue(d sem 3 (39a1G JUOI]

i

\\\_,:;\, ) st (O3



'968 1 Ul isea Buioo 1984 juol4

. - £ — W

UMO ST JO JUOIJ Y} 10§ pue) “19AamoL] ‘uIp(ing aif jo
JUOIJ 93 10 "[PLISJEW WIS U]} JO dPLU dI9M ISNOL
eradO 9y} JO S[[em IpIS pue Iear Ay I[[IANDI[IIN)

'968 | '19841S uolun wolj 8sNoH eiadQ ay} JO MaIA Jaylouy

‘Buipiing 901 ey ui doys sy}
J0 U0} ur uobem Aiaallsp Areuonosjuos s .uosyoer

Ul PIRAMNDLIG WY 9} WO YOLIq MO[[24 JO apew A
d1am—sarnonas [eydsop areig Apaes ay (e Suipnput
—owiy SIy) je s3uIp[mng A3 asiaavi] SO ,

‘SI00[J PAIY} pUue puodds | : i BN
A} 30q je soued mopuim da1y) aram aray ] ‘doy ay ] . ..
je ded [ejaw e pey pue wojjoq Ay} je [9q10d Palas0d
-[e3aw-pays e Aq parroddns sem mopurm oy mop
-uim (Aeq) (o110 £1035-0m3 ‘Opim e pey Surping sy jo

juoxy ayy ‘Ajeur8riQ -asnop eradQ) ay jo yaed jeaojur

ue awedaq Sutppmg 90| o3 ‘sasodand [eonoead (e 10g

\Q::\ SUe) P TG

DN Y SRy L)) A .:.\:\_‘u g )y



RICK SNYDER MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SCOTT WOOSLEY

GOVERNOR . EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Wednesday, May 28, 2014 e 7

= ] = 8N 4 B
nELEIVE

THOM DARGA MY 50 201
DARGAWORKS INC

101 N PARK STREET AN e,
SUITE 318 .- e
TRAVERSE CITY M! 49684 TRAVERSE CITY

RE: - Historic Traverse City Opera House Proposed Marquee

Dear Mr. Darga:

It has recently come to the attention of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
that a proposed overhead marquee is intended for the main fagade of the Historic City
Opera House (COH) located at 106 E. Front Street in Traverse City, Michigan. SHPO
has been provided schematic drawings of the concept, which details a large overhang
with skylight and hanging signage supported by decorative posts extending outward
over the public Right of Way (ROW) from the main entrance to the venue. The design of
the marquee is said to be “period sensitive,” and the intent is to benefit patrons by

providing a more obvious street presence to the City Opera House along Front Street,
Traverse City’s main thoroughfare.

The City Opera House was completed in 1892 and was listed in the National Register of
Historic Places in 1972 as a significant example of early theater architecture in Michigan
and important to local Traverse City history. By implementing the proposed marquee the
historic and architectural integrity of the building will be negatively impacted. According
to the Secretary of the Interior's Standards (SOIS) for Rehabilitation put forth by the
National Park Service, removing or radically changing entrances and porches which are
important in defining the overall historic character of the building so that, as a result, the
character is diminished is not a recommended project activity. Since the COH, like
many other opera houses of its generation, would not have originally included an
overhead marquee, the addition of this feature could significantly alter the character of
the historic structure. Also, according to the SOIS, creating a false historical appearance
because the replacement entrance or porch is based on insufficient historical, pictorial,
and physical documentation is not recommended. If a building is considered historic
based on its representation of a particular property type, it is important that the integrity
of that property type remain intact.

State Historic Preservation Office
Michigan Library and Historical Center » 702 West Kalamazoo Street + P.O. Box 30740 Lansing, Michigan 48909-8240
michigan.gov/shpo » 517.373.1630 - FAX 517.335.0348 - TTY 800.382.4568
é‘ Equal Housing Employer/Lender @



The proposed overhead marquee is therefore not an appropriate addition to this historic
property, and it is the hope of the State Historic Preservation Office that an increased
street presence could be achieved through other, more appropriate means. Our office is
happy to lend assistance to this effort if desired.

Sinceregly,
LM

Brian Conway
State Historic Predervation Officer

BDC:mao

Cc: David Weston, City of Traverse City
Marilyn Flaherty

State Historic Preservation Office
Michigan Library and Historical Center + 702 West Kalamazoo Street * P.O. Box 30740 Lansing, Michigan 48909-8240
michigan.gov/shpo + 517.373.1630 * FAX 517.335.0348 « TTY 800.382.4568

é, Equal Housing EmployeriLender @



7/24/2014

Grand Traverse County Mail - City Opera House, Traverse City, MI- Entrance Canopy...Marquee Schematic Design

City Opera House, Traverse City, MI- Entrance Canopy...Marquee Schematic

Design

McKay, Robbert (MSHDA) <McKayR@michigan.gov> Thu, Jul 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM
To: Thom Darga <Thom@dargaworks.com>

Cc: "Baribeau, Diana" <DIANABARIBEAU@whartoncenter.com>, "Ksmith5770@gmail.com"
<ksmith5770@gmail.com>, Dave Weston <dweston@traversecitymi.gov>, Rob Bacigalupi <rob@downtowntc.com>,
Thom Greene <thom@gpdchicago.com>, "Olinyk@Michigan.gov' <Olinyk@michigan.gov>,
"ConwayB@Michigan.gov' <ConwayB@michigan.gov>

Tom,

Sorry for the slow response. We have three open position in the office at the moment
and they all relate to programs that I am directly involved with. As a result I'm having a
little trouble keep up with review requests.

Based on the material available to me I have concluded that the proposed sign is not
appropriate based on the guidance contained in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabiltation (36CFR67). More specifically the proposed sign wil: Significantly alter the
historic character of the property in question. Tends to create a fale sense of historic
developments. Does not appear to be based on historic documentary, photographic or
physical evidence relating to the specific property in question. And, the new work in not
adequately differentiated from the historic buiding and is incomparable with the buidings
form, massing and scale.

Whike there may in fact have been a marquee on the Opera House buiding at some
point in the past, the proposal is to add an overtly historic marquee to the buiding next to
the historic Opera House buid. The adjacent build historicaly had nothing to do with the
operation of the Opera House and thus to suggest, through the use of and overtly
historic looking sign, that there is more than a modern connection between the properties
is historically misleading. Additional the scale massing and placement of the new sign wil
significantly alter the appearance of the existing historic buiding and will obscure the lower
portion of the architecturally and visually significant oriel window at the buidings second
floor.

I strongly recommend that the proposal be redesigned to correct these problems before
the projects moves forward.

https://mail.g oog le.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=6936c443918view=pt&q=jottenwess %40traversecitymi.g ov&q s=true&search=query&msg=147451c73a3372228&siml=147...
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712412014 Grand Traverse County Méil - City Opera House, Trawerse City, MI- Entrance Canopy...Marquee Schematic Design

To that end T would like to offer the following suggestions regarding the visibiity of the
buiding and the design of an appropriate sign. First, I am struck by the fact that the
buiding is largely concealed from view between two substantial street trees. While trees
may be advantageous from a pedestrians perspective they tend to be detrimental from
the buiding occupants perspective. Trees simply make a business single largest
advertising icon, their buiding, overly difficutt to see from a distance. I strongly
recommend that the first step in your campaign to give the Opera Housed new enter
greater street presence be the removal of at least one if not both of these trees.
Second, the entrance buid has a fairly large display glass adjacent to the door. This
window would support the instilation of either a fairly large on glass iconic sign or the
creation of an identifying window display. Third, the buid would support a smaler, more
business scale, projecting sign. Traditionally a projecting sign for a buid of this age would
have been a double sided wooden iconic sign rather than a text rich sign. It would ako
not have been uncommon to have included down light to improve the visbly of the sign
at night. In combination I believe that these suggestions would address the identification
and visibiity issues that the Opera House is currently facing in a way that both meets the
organizations needs and respects the historic character of the buiding(s) being directly
impacted by the changes.

If you have additional questions or wish to discuss these comments please feel free to
contact me directly.

Respectfully Yours,

Robbert McKay

Historical Architect, State Historic Preservation Office
Michigan State Housing Development Authority

702 W Kalamazoo, PO Box 30740

Lansing, MI 48909-8240

Direct: (517) 335-2727 Cell: (517) 643-5099
Office: (517) 373-1630 Fax: (517) 335-0348

URL: www.michigan.gov/shpo

https//mail.g oogle.com/mail/2ui=28ik=6936c443918view=pi&q =jottenwess %40traver secitymi -gokqgs=truedsearch=query&msg=147451c73a337222&siml=147... 2/3
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Proposed changes to historic facade of City Opera House

From: Naney Smith (lamplight@webtv.net)
Sent: Mon 5/26/14 11:29 PM
To:  Me (lamplight@webtv.net)

To:

David Weston

400 Boardman

Traverse City, MI 49684

Dear David,

I'm sending this to your attention as [ understand that you are serving as the liaison between the
Traverse City City Commission and the Traverse City Historic District Commission. As I
understand the situation, a proposed addition of a modern marquis style sign to be affixed to the
historic fabric of the fagade of the City Opera House is under consideration by your officials.

This building is presently listed on the State and National Registers of Historic Places, an honor
bestowed only upon structures of authentic, historic integrity. The outstanding restoration of the
City Opera House earned it these designated honors. Your proposal puts this in jeopardy, and
frankly I'm horrified to think that this marvelous building could be defaced in such a way. Recently,
on April 30th, 2014 to be precise, I personally led a group of international historians and
architecturally involved travelers from an International Convention being held in Grand Rapids, to
Traverse City, with one of the specific goals being to visit the City Opera House, which we did. We
studied both the interior and exterior of your marvelous building, and could readily see why it has
become an icon of your city. Traverse City is to be commended on the careful attention paid to
detail during the extensive restoration of this city landmark. I'm sure that each and every one of your
citizens who contributed to this project, as well as those who funded the various grants which were
needed to complete such an extensive project, are proud of the final results. How can you possibly
consider defacing this beautifully restored building after all that has gone into preserving it? From a
historic perspective, to destroy what has been gained seems truly misguided. Please re-think this
proposal.

" Singerely, L," Vi -
74 ‘/}_ﬂ{ r/ v ? 7, /
Nancy Smith AL

President, Campau-Lyon Chapter Questers
International Core Committee

1324 Woodcliff, SE

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506
(616) 942-0645

https://col129.mail.live.com/ol/mail.mvc/PrintMessages?mkt=en-us 5/26/2014



4367 Deerwood Drive
Traverse City, MI 49686
May 25, 20014

Mr. David Weston

Liaison between Traverse City Commission and Historic Districts Commission
400 Boardman

Traverse City, MI 49684

Dear Mr. Weston,

As a citizen of Traverse City and active member of Questers International, I need to voice
my concern about the plan to place a marquee over the entrance of the City Opera House.

As Questers, we believe strongly in preservation and restoration and our members all
across the country have successfully restored and preserved a great many historic sites.

The local chapter of the Questers was highly instrumental in the restoration of the Opera
House, raising over $100,000in grants and proceeds from various fund raisers. (Many
will remember our Quilt Shows and Lilac Teas). Innumerable hours were spent by our
members to be able to achieve this goal.

So, it is very upsetting to learn that the Traverse City Commission has voted to allow a
marquee to be built across the beautiful fagade of brick imported so many years ago

To the best of my knowledge, there was never a permanent marquee at the Opera House.
In 1971 the Opera House was designated a National Historic Site, and later that year, a
Michigan State Historic Site. With these designations, it is imperative to preserve the site

and keep restorations in line with the original design.

Thank you for your interest in this matter, and I fervently hope that the Historic Districts
Commission will not allow the facade of the Opera House to be defaced.

Sincerely,

s



September 2, 2014
Dear Dave,

The following was my recap at the meeting of the Historic Districts Commission
on Aug 28, 2014:

“You, the members of the Historic Districts Commission are the protectors of our
architectural history. It is your mandate to foster civic beauty, and to preserve
historic landmarks, and to preserve architectural history. This beautiful City Opera
House is our architectural history. In your position you can stand firm to your
mandate to protect and preserve the integrity of this valuable piece of history.
Please be assured that in turning down the proposed marquee, you will be doing
what is right for the future and your fellow citizens.”

The part of my recap in italics comes from the purpose of the Historic Districts
Commission outlined in the provisions of Chapter 1462, Part Fourteen, Historic
Districts Commission, Traverse City Code of Ordinances.

If I should stand to be corrected please let me know. Thanks.

il ey

{



5/21/2014
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