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Wednesday, June 3, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 

Committee Room 
400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, MI 49684 

Posted: 05/29/15 
 

The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to or treatment 
or employment in, its programs or activities. Penny Hill, Assistant City Manager, 400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse 
City, Michigan 49684, 922-4440, T.D.D., 922-4766, has been designated to coordinate compliance with the non-
discrimination requirements. If you are planning to attend and you have a disability requiring any special 
assistance at the meeting and/or if you have any concerns, please immediately notify the ADA Coordinator. 

 
AGENDA  

 
 

1. Call Meeting To Order 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the May 6, 2015 Regular Meeting.  
 

4. Grand Traverse Commons Draft Development Regulations   Public Hearing.  
 

5. Establish review process for the 5 -Year mandatory review of the Grand Traverse Commons 
Master Plan. 

 
6. Reports and Updates 

 
7. Correspondence 

 
8. Public Comment 

 
9. Adjournment 

 



 

 

Grand Traverse Commons 
Planning Commission 

 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, May 6, 2015 
Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 

Training Room 
400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, MI 49684 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

 
Present:  Commissioners Hale, Serratelli, Racine, Clark, Warren 
Absent:   None 
 
Staff:     Rob Larrea, Township Planning Director; Russ Soyring, City Planning Director 
 

1. Call Meeting To Order.  The meeting commenced at 7:02 PM. 
 

2. Review and Approval of the Agenda - Conflict of Interest.  
Commissioner Hale requested to amend the agenda to discuss the letter 
from the Watershed Center under correspondence.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Serratelli, supported by Commissioner Warren to 
approve the agenda as amended.   Motion passed. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes of the January 7, 2015 Regular Meeting and the March 18, 2015 

Special Meeting.  
Motion by Commissioner Warren, supported by Commissioner Clark to 
approve both sets of minutes.    Motion passed. 
 
 

4. Grand Traverse Commons Development Regulations –Set public hearing for June 3, 
2015. 
 
 

Planning Director Soyring stated that several attempts were made to 
schedule meetings with major stakeholders.  Those attempts were 
unsuccessful in finding times to meet before this meeting.  A meeting is 
scheduled with Munson Medical Center for May 7 and a tentative date has 
been set to meet with Cordia on May 20.  The Minervini Group did not 
submit a list of concerns as requested by the Joint Planning Commission 
meeting so no meetings were schedule with them.   
 
Discussion.   
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Chairperson Hale invited public comment at this time. 
 
Winnie Simpson, 800 Cottageview Drive, #304, President of the Building 50 
Property Owners Association requested a face to face meeting with the staff 
planners.  She recommended that SHPO does not receive a draft copy of the 
development regulations until after a public hearing has been held. 
 
Raymond Minervini, The Minervini Group stated their legal review of the 
development regulations has been delayed for various reasons and asked 
that the public hearing date not be set until meaningful objections from their 
company have been addressed. 
 
Kathleen Steeves, 800 Cottageview Drive, #404, President of the Mercado 
asked questions regarding the existing development requirements and 
expressed an interest in having a meeting with the staff planners. 
 
Discussion. 
 
A motion from Commissioner Clark, supported by Commissioner Warren to 
schedule a public hearing on the draft Development Regulations for June 3, 
2015.  Upon vote, the motion passed 5-0.  
 
 

   
5. Reports and Updates 

 
None. 
 

6. Correspondence.  
  

Mr. Soyring stated that he contacted the Watershed Center to discuss the 
letter the organization sent to get full understanding of the their comments.  
Chairperson Hale asked that a thank you letter be sent to the Watershed 
Center for the efforts they made to place their comments and 
recommendations in writing.  

 
7. Public Comment 
 

Matt Cowell, Executive Director of the Recreation Authority gave a status of 
the activities at the Barns and the Botanical Gardens.  The Authority has 
hired an engineer to develop construction drawings for the roads serving the 
barns and gardens.  Mr. Cowell stated there would be a Park Open House on 
May 31. 
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Raymond Minervini stated The Minervini Group purchased Building 50 13 
years ago on this date. 
 
  

 
8. Adjournment  
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________                         _________________________________ 
Dated                                                                        Jan Warren, Secretary 
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