
Minutes 
 

The City of Traverse City and Charter Township of Garfield 
Recreational Authority Board of Directors 

 
March 4, 2015 

 
A regular meeting of the Recreational Authority Board of Directors was 

called to order in the Second Floor County Training Room, Governmental Center, 
400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, Michigan, at 7:02 p.m.  

 
The following Directors were present, constituting a quorum: Michael 

Groleau, Secretary; Tim Hughes, Treasurer; Jeanine Easterday; and Matt 
McDonough. 

 
The following Directors were absent (excused): Ross Biederman, Chair; 

Molly Agostinelli; and Chris Bzdok. 
 
Secretary Groleau presided at the meeting. 
 

1. 
 

The first item being “Consideration of approving the minutes of the regular 
meeting of February 4, 2015,” Secretary Groleau introduced this matter. The 
following individual addressed the Board: 

 
Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
 
Moved by Hughes, seconded by Easterday, that the minutes of the regular 

meeting of February 4, 2015, be approved. 
 
CARRIED. 

 
2. 
 

The next item being “Presentation of Hickory Hills Master Plan options in 
relation to Hickory Meadows,” Secretary Groleau introduced this matter. The 
following individuals addressed the Board: 
 

Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
Mac McClelland, Hickory Hills Advisory Committee 
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Nicolle Girard, HMAC 
John Kostrzewa, Hickory Hills Advisory Committee 
Todd Vigland, Hickory Hills Advisory Committee 
Tom Vitale, GTCD 
Tonya Lewandowski 

 
No action was taken.  

 
3. 
 

The next item being “Event Management report,” Secretary Groleau 
introduced this matter. The following individuals addressed the Board: 
 

Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
Allison Beers, Events North 
Kurt Schmidt, BGHBP  
Michael Haynes, TCCG 
Karen Schmidt, BGHBP 

 
Moved by Easterday, seconded by McDonough, that the Rental Pricing 

Policy and Facility Usage Guide prepared by Events North be approved.  
 
CARRIED. 

 
4. 
 

The next item being “Hickory Meadows property considerations,” Secretary 
Groleau introduced this matter. The following individuals addressed the Board: 
 

Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
Tom Vitale, GTCD 
Nicolle Girard, HMAC 
Sarna Salzman, SEEDS 
 
No action was taken.  
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5. 
 

The next item being “Consideration of a proposal for a solar well pump at 
Historic Barns Park,” Secretary Groleau introduced this matter. The following 
individuals addressed the Board: 
 

Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
Sarna Salzman, SEEDS 

 
Moved by McDonough, seconded by Hughes, that the competitive bidding 

requirement be waived and that up to $3,000 in cost share be provided toward the 
completion of a solar array and electrification for the agricultural irrigation pump 
at Historic Barns Park.  

 
CARRIED. 

 
6. 
 

The next item being “Consideration of the addition of Traverse City 
Community Garden as a management entity at Historic Barns Park,” Secretary 
Groleau introduced this matter. The following individual addressed the Board: 
 

Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
  

Moved by Hughes, seconded by Easterday, that the Board supports adding 
Traverse City Community Garden to the Agreement for Management of the 
Historic Barns Park. 

 
CARRIED. 

 
7. 
 

The next item being “Reports,” Secretary Groleau introduced this matter. 
The following individuals addressed the Board: 
 

Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
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Tom Vitale, GTCD 
Tonya Lewandowski, ECT 
Sarna Salzman, SEEDS 
Karen Schmidt, BGHBP 
Michael Haynes, TCCG 

  
No action was taken.  

 
8. 
 

The next item being “Consideration of a framework for long-term strategic 
planning,” Secretary Groleau introduced this matter. The following individual 
addressed the Board: 
 

Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
 

Moved by McDonough, seconded by Hughes, that the Board authorize a 
grant application to Rotary Charities of Traverse City for strategic planning 
purposes. 

 
CARRIED. 

 
9. 
 

The next item being “Consideration of 2013-14 Audited Financial 
Statements,” Secretary Groleau introduced this matter. The following individual 
addressed the Board: 
 

Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
 

Moved by Easterday, seconded by Hughes, that the Audited Financial 
Statements for the fiscal year end June 30, 2014, be accepted. 

 
CARRIED. 

 
10. 
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The next item being “Report regarding payment of expenditures,” Secretary 
Groleau introduced this matter. The following individual addressed the Board: 

 
Matt Cowall, Executive Director 
 

 No action was taken.  
 

11. 
 

The next item being “Public Comment,” Secretary Groleau introduced this 
matter. The following individual addressed the Board: 

 
Karen Schmidt 

 
There being no objection, Secretary Groleau declared the meeting adjourned 

at 9:38 p.m. 
 

 
_______________________________ 

      Matt Cowall, Executive Director  


