
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
August 11, 2014 

5:30 P.M. 
2nd Floor County Committee Room 

Governmental Center, Traverse City, MI 49684 
Posted: 8/8/14 

 
Information and minutes are available from the Human Resources Office, Governmental Center, 
400 Boardman, Traverse City, MI 49684 922-4481. TDD: 922-4412. If you are planning to 
attend and you have a disability requiring any special assistance at the meeting, please notify 
Human Resources, by noon of the above meeting date. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. ROLL CALL 
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 14, 2014 REGULAR MEETING 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Discussion regarding the annual Educational Forum 
b. Discussion regarding the adoption of a Resolution in support of Indigineous Peoples 

Day 
  
5. NEW BUSINESS 

 
6. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
      Next regular meeting date: September 8, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. 
      Agenda Items (w/back up material) and Committee Chair  
      Reports MUST BE submitted to Ex Officio, Jamie Caroffino  
      (jcaroffino@traversecitymi.gov) no later than noon,   
      Wednesday, September 3, 2014. Commissioner Packets to be  
      emailed September 5, 2014. 
 
 
 
The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, or treatment or 
employment in, its programs or activities. Penny Hill, Assistant City Manager, 400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, 49684, 
922-4440 , TDD 922-4412, has been designated to coordinate compliance with non-discrimination requirements contained in 
section 35.107 of the Department of Justice regulations. Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the 
rights provided thereunder, are available from the ADA Coordinator. 



MINUTES 
TRAVERSE CITY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, JULY 14, 2014 

5:30 P.M. 
County Committee Room 

Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 
400 Boardman Avenue 

Traverse City, Michigan 49684 
 

PRESENT: Commissioners Donick, Gardner, Hornberger, McClellan, Mentzer, Nash, 
Nerone and Stinnet 

ABSENT:   Commissioner Callison 
STAFF PRESENT:  Jamie Caroffino   
 
1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 14, 2014 REGULAR MEETING 

Motion by Commissioner Nash, seconded by Commissioner Nerone to approve the June 9, 2014 
meeting minutes. Upon vote, motion carried 8-0. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Stan Verheul, Traverse City, addressed the Commission regarding his research of Columbus Day and 
his support of the adoption of the Indigineous Peoples Day Resolution. 
 
 

3. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Discussion regarding the annual Educational Forum. 

Commissioner Mentzer spoke regarding the status of the Educational Forum. The moderator 
and four panelists have been asked for biographies, with the event scheduled for October 23, 
2014 starting at 6:30 p.m. at Scholars Hall on the campus of NMC. Posters will be created and 
disseminated in September, along with a public service announcement to the media. 
 
Discussion.  

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Discussion regarding the adoption of a Resolution in support of Indigineous Peoples Day 
Timothy Grey, Traverse City, and Angela Antoine, Williamsburg, addressed the Commission 
regarding a proposal to change Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day. The Commission 
appointed Commissioners Donick, Nash and Stinnet to serve on a sub-committee to further 
discussions of this resolution support. 

 
Discussion. 

 
5. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

None. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 
 
            
Jamie Caroffino, Secretary    Date 
 



 

 

 

The Traverse City Human Rights Commission 

 

A Resolution Recognizing the  

Second Monday of October as  

Indigenous Peoples Day 

 

Because,  the City of Traverse City recognizes the annexation of Odaawa, Ojibwa, and other 

Indigenous nations who have lived upon this land since time immemorial and 

values the progress our society has accomplished through American Indian 

technology, thought, and culture; and  

 

Because,  the City of Traverse City understands that in order to help close the equity gap, 

government entities, organizations and other public institutions should change 

their policies and practices to better reflect experiences of American Indian 

people and uplift our country’s Indigenous roots, history, and contributions; and 

 

Because, the idea of Indigenous Peoples Day was first proposed in 1977 by a delegation of 

Native nations to the United Nations – sponsored International Conference on 

Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations in the Americas; and  

 

Because,  in 1990 representatives from 120 Indigenous nations at the First Continental 

Conference on 500 Years of Indian Resistance unanimously passed a resolution to 

transform Columbus Day into an occasion to strengthen the process of continental 

unity and struggle towards liberation, and thereby use the occasion to reveal a 

more accurate historical record; and  

 

Because,  the City of Traverse City has a strong history of over Eight decades of American 

Indian activism, which the City celebrates and honors; and  

 

Because  the United States Federal Government recognizes Columbus Day on the second 

Monday of October, in accordance with the Federal holiday established in 1937; 

now, therefore, be it  

 

Resolved,  by the Human Rights Commission that the City of Traverse City shall recognize 

Indigenous Peoples Day on the second Monday of October; and, further be it  

 

Resolved,  that the City of Traverse City shall continue its efforts to promote the well-being 

and growth of the Traverse City American and Indigenous community; and 

further be it 

 

Resolved,  that Indigenous Peoples Day shall be used to reflect upon the ongoing struggles of 

Indigenous people on this land, and to celebrate the thriving culture and value that 
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that Odaawa, Ojibwe, and other Indigenous nations add to our city; and, further be 

it  

 

Resolved,  the City of Traverse City encourages other businesses, organizations and public 

entities to recognize Indigenous Peoples Day.  

 

 

I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by 

the Traverse City Human Rights Commission at its regular 

meeting held July 14, 2014 in the County Committee 

Room, Governmental Center, 400 Boardman Avenue, 

Traverse City, Michigan 49684. 

 

         

 Theresa Gardner, Chair 
































