
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

March 9, 2015 

5:30 P.M. 

2nd Floor County Committee Room 

Governmental Center, Traverse City, MI 49684 

Posted: 3/5/15 
 

Information and minutes are available from the Human Resources Office, Governmental Center, 

400 Boardman, Traverse City, MI 49684 922-4481. TDD: 922-4412. If you are planning to 

attend and you have a disability requiring any special assistance at the meeting, please notify the 

Assistant City Manager, by noon of the above meeting date. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2015 REGULAR 

MEETING 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Discussion regarding the Spring Educational Forum  

b. Discussion Sara Hardy Award Celebration 

c. Logo for HRC 

  

5. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Traverse City Homeless Population 

 

6. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

      Next regular meeting date: April 13, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m. 

      Agenda Items (w/back up material) and Committee Chair  

Reports MUST BE submitted to Ex Officio, Jamie Caroffino 

(jcaroffino@traversecitymi.gov) no later than noon, 

Wednesday, April 8, 2015. Commissioner Packets to be 

emailed April 10, 2015. 
 

 

 

The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, or treatment or 

employment in, its programs or activities. Penny Hill, Assistant City Manager, 400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, 49684, 

922-4440, TDD 922-4412, has been designated to coordinate compliance with non-discrimination requirements contained in 

section 35.107 of the Department of Justice regulations. Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the 

rights provided thereunder, are available from the ADA Coordinator. 

 



MINUTES 

TRAVERSE CITY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2014 

5:30 P.M. 

County Committee Room 

Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 

400 Boardman Avenue 

Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

 

PRESENT: Commissioners Gardner, Hornberger, Johnson, McClellan, Mentzer, 

Nash, Nerone, Nugent and Stinnet 

STAFF PRESENT:  Cindy Laurell   

 

 

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 12, 2015 REGULAR MEETING 

Motion was made to approve the January 12, 2015 meeting minutes. Upon vote, motion carried 9-

0. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS 

 

a. Discussion regarding the Spring Educational Forum. 

The forum will be held in the Governmental Center Training Room on the second floor on 

April 23, 2015 from 6:00pm – 7:30pm. The panel will consist of: Melissa Claramunt, 

American Indian specialist of Michigan Department of Civil Rights; Wendy Trute, Grand 

Traverse Health Department, and Michelle Shane. Medical waivers and the process will be 

discussed by the panel. 

 

Discussion.  

 

b. Discussion regarding the adoption of a Resolution in support of Indigenous Peoples 

Day. 
Discussion. 

 

c. Discussion regarding the MLK Day Celebration. 

Discussion. 

 

d. Discussion regarding the Sara Hardy Award Celebration. 

Motion by Commissioner Gardner, seconded by Commissioner Mentzer to award the Sara 

Hardy to Glenda and Ken Andrews. Upon vote, motion carried 9-0. 

 

Discussion. 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. Traverse City Homeless Population 

Awaiting further clarification. Motion by Commissioner Gardner, seconded by 

Commissioner Nash to table agenda item until next meeting. Upon vote, motion carried 9-0. 



 

 

5. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

a. Commissioner Stinnet 

Commissioner Stinnet will explore the option of having the commission create their own 

logo. 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

            

Cindy Laurell, Acting Secretary    Date 















LOCAL HEADLINES
UNFAIRLY REPRESENT
HOMELESS AS CRIMINALS

OPINION

BY CHBISTIE MINERVINI

Thc recent dehate over a proposed emersencv
homeless shelter in T.aie.se Citv" hais
magnificd long-held prejudices and 6igotry
against those rvho are unhoused. And why
not? With local hcadlines like "Homeless man
found guilfy of attempted rape," "Police arrest
homeless man for domestit violencel' and
"Homeless man charged in knife assault," we
are being conditioned to fear and scorn those
experiencing homelessness.

'Ihe rnedia simply isnt fair when it publishes
stories identifying the homeless as perpetrators
in a crime. According to rveli-established
journalisrn ethics and standards, the "limitation
of harm" principle dictates the withholding
of certain details from reports such as the
ntrmes of rninor children, crime victims'
narnes, information not materially related
to a news report or which may, for exarnple,
"hurt someonet reputation." This also includes
shorving good taste and avoiding pandering to
lurid curiosity.

Imagine headlines like, "Christian woman
charged with assaulti'"Canadian man arrested
for rape," or "Lesbian guilty of attelrlpted
murder." These examples are obviously
ridiculous, but illustrate the way the unhoused
are often singled out.

It is irresponsible to include someoneh
housing status as part of a crime-related story,
especially when it ofabsolutely no relevance. lt
is no more important than knowing a suspect's
race, religion, ethnicity, nationaliry sexual
orientation, gender identity or disability (all
protected classes). In fact, police departments
do not include an individual's housing status in
their incident reports.

Heret why this is especially egregious: people
experiencing homelessness actually commit
fewer violent crimes than housed people. A
study by Dr. Pamela Fischer of )ohni Hopkins
University showed that while the homeless are
slightly more likely to commit non-violent and
non-destructive crimes (usually related to their
survival), they are less likely to commit crimes
against person or property.

Traverse City Police Chief Michael Warren
echoed these observations in a memo to Cify
Commissioners last fall: "(T)he majority of
homeless persons do not utilize emergency
services. The only exception is to go to the
hospital because of health issues. And (we)
have noticed a significant drop in dispatched
:alls... involving drunk and disorderly,
trespassing and squad assists since the opening
rf Dann's House [a permanent housing facility
[or chronic alcoholic, homeless individuals] I'

Ihe National Health Care for the Homeless
louncil found that not only are the homeless
.ess likely to commit a felony, they are 25
:imes more likely to be the victim of a violent
:rinre. Their recent survey showed that 49

percent of homeless individuals report being
victims of violence, versus 2 percent of the
general population.

One possible explanation for this is that
criminalizing homelessness sends a general
message: "Homeless people do not matier and
are not worthy of living in our cityl' Another
Traverse City headline: "City rvants homeless
outl' This message reflects the attirudes that
rnany cities have toward people experiencing
homelessness and can be used as an interna-l
justification for attacking someone.

Legislators are beginning to take notice ol
this inequigr A bill was introduccd last year'

by Congresswornan Eddie Bernice Johnson
(D-Dallas) that u,ould add the homeless or
a person of "homeless status" as a protected
class - shielding them from hate crimes or
conspiracies to commit a hate crimes.

This legislation is Iong overdue, considering
that homeless are three timcs nrorc likely to be
victims.of hate than all other protected classes
combined. Califbrnia State Uni\€rsity, San
Bernardino compared their research against
FBI statistics over the past 15 years and found
that there were 375 fatal attacks on homeless
attributed to hate, rvhen all of the other
protected classes accounted for only 132.

The Violence -@ainst the Homeless
Accountability Act of 2013 (H.R. lt36) is
currentlv in subcommittee. lt is mv sincere
hope thdt passing this law will not only include
the homeless among the protected classes,
but that it rvill be applied to media coverage
of the homeless as rvell. Based upon my
understanding of the press, I realize that this is
a pie-in-the-sky idea.

After President Obama signed the Federal
Hate Crimes Bill into law in 2009, several
conservative groups had concerns that it could
be used to criminalize speech. But at the time,
Attorney General Eric Holder said that it could
only be used to prosecute violent acts based
on bias, not to prosecute speech based on
controversial beliefs.

That leaves the press in , ,.lf-gorer.ring
position - they can choose whether or not
to apply journalistic ethics and standards with
little or no consequence.

Until we recognize that the media plays a
very important roll in shaping perception
and creating bias, and that we, as consumers,
are responsible for holding them to fair
journalistic standards, we will continue to read
headlines like "Homeless man pleads guilry'It
sells nervspapers.

Christie Minervini owns Gallery Fifty at The
Village at Grand Traverse Commons, and is
active in causes of education and homelessness
in the Grand Trauerse region.


