
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

April 13, 2015 

5:30 P.M. 

2nd Floor County Committee Room 

Governmental Center, Traverse City, MI 49684 

Posted: 4/10/15 
 

Information and minutes are available from the Human Resources Office, Governmental Center, 

400 Boardman, Traverse City, MI 49684 922-4481. TDD: 922-4412. If you are planning to 

attend and you have a disability requiring any special assistance at the meeting, please notify the 

Assistant City Manager, by noon of the above meeting date. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 9, 2015 REGULAR MEETING 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Discussion regarding the Spring Educational Forum  

b. Traverse City Homeless Population Update 

  

5. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Other Forum Ideas 

 

6. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

      Next regular meeting date: May 11, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m. 

      Agenda Items (w/back up material) and Committee Chair  

Reports MUST BE submitted to Ex Officio, Jamie Caroffino 

(jcaroffino@traversecitymi.gov) no later than noon, 

Wednesday, May 6, 2015. Commissioner Packets to be 

emailed May 8, 2015. 
 

 

 

The City of Traverse City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, or treatment or 

employment in, its programs or activities. Penny Hill, Assistant City Manager, 400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, 49684, 

922-4440, TDD 922-4412, has been designated to coordinate compliance with non-discrimination requirements contained in 

section 35.107 of the Department of Justice regulations. Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the 

rights provided thereunder, are available from the ADA Coordinator. 

 



MINUTES 

TRAVERSE CITY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2014 

5:30 P.M. 

County Committee Room 

Governmental Center, 2nd Floor 

400 Boardman Avenue 

Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

 

PRESENT: Commissioners Gardner, Hornberger, Johnson, McClellan, Mentzer, 

Nerone, and Nugent  

ABSENT: Commissioners Nash and Stinnet 

STAFF PRESENT:  Jamie Caroffino   

 

 

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 12, 2015 REGULAR MEETING 

Motion by Commissioner Mentzer, seconded by Commissioner Nerone to approve the February 9, 

2015 meeting minutes with addition to New Business item Traverse City Homeless Population of 

the formation of a sub-committee. Upon vote, motion carried 7-0. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Peter Starke, Chairman of Safe Harborl, Long Lake Township, addressed the Commission regarding 

the emergency shelter and the Street Advocate program regarding people experiencing homelessness. 

 

Christine Minervini, Traverse City, addressed the Commission regarding the media’s representation of 

people experiencing homelessness. 

 

Ryan Hannon, Garfield Township, Street Outreach Program for Goodwill and partner to Safe Harbor, 

addressed the Commission regarding the crimes committed against people experiencing homelessness. 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS 

 

a. Discussion regarding the Spring Educational Forum 

The forum will be held in the Governmental Center Training Room on the second floor on 

April 23, 2015 from 6:00pm – 7:30pm. The panel will consist of: Moderator, Melissa 

Claramunt, American Indian specialist of Michigan Department of Civil Rights; Michele 

Shane, Head, Children’s House School; Dr. Julie Brons, Chiropractor, Performance 

Chiropractic; Dr. Robert Sprunk, Pediatrician, Grand Traverse Children’s Clinic; Dr. 

Vincent Cornellier, Coordinator of Clinical Ethics, Munson Medical Center; Wendy Trute, 

Health Officer, Grand Traverse County Health Department. Press release to go out the first 

of April. 

 

Discussion.  

 

b. Discussion regarding the Sara Hardy Award Celebration 

Award ceremony to take place Monday, March 16 at 6:00pm in the Governmental Center 

Training Room. 

 

Discussion. 

 



c. Logo for HRC 
Discussion. 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. Traverse City Homeless Population 

Commissioner Nugent gave an update from the sub-committee. The sub-committee looked 

at the by-laws and mission of the HRC and determined this is an issue that should be 

addressed by the commission. The sub-committee will continue to research and issue and 

give recommendations to the entire commission. 

 

Discussion. 

 

5. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

None. 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 6:13 p.m. 

 

 

            

Jamie Caroffino, Secretary    Date 


