
 
 

 
MASTER PLAN 

PARKS AND RECREATION ELEMENTS 
 
 
Introduction 
  
In setting our goals we have to make a commitment to maintain and expand our parks and 
recreational areas to serve a growing and active population  Our parks not only impact 
the quality of life for our citizens, they play an important role in attracting visitors to our 
city and add significantly to our economy. 
 
Goals and Objectives 

 
Goal 1:  Design and protect the bay as a recreational resource for residents and 
tourists. 
 
Design and implement our Traverse City Bayfront 2010 plan as means to care for our 
public waterfront primarily as an urban recreational resource for use by all, with care and 
attention given for preserving and enhancing the natural and environmental qualities. 
 

Objectives: 
 

 Prioritize phases of the Traverse City Bayfront 2010, plan. 
 

 Work on short term improvements that tie in with future revitalization plans 
 
 Utilize Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) and green 

building standards on site and building solutions when feasible. 
 

Goal 2:  Develop the Boardman Lake and River as natural resources 
 

 Promote water related use of Boardman Lake and River, such as the Traverse 
Area Community Sailing program and craft rentals on both the lake and the river. 

 
 Explore the possibility of establishing a recreational area on the west side of  

Boardman Lake 
 
 Support the establishment of public access points along the Boardman Lake and 

River 
 

 
 

 



 
Goal 3: Continue a strong, flexible recreational program affording a variety of 
recreational activities and experiences for a wide range of users. 
 
Objectives: 
 

 Continue to support the location of a senior center on the bay. 
 
 Continue to support the Grand Traverse Commission on Aging to provide 

recreational programs, education and assistance to seniors.  
 

 Support revenue enhancing activities at Hickory Hills, to diversify winter sports 
and promote year round use. 

 
 Encourage growth of passive and active recreational opportunities at the Grand 

Traverse Commons.  
 

 Encourage the county owned civic center to remain in Traverse City. 
 

Goal 4:  Incorporate the need for safe, attractive pedestrian access with private or 
public development while maintaining and developing additional pedestrian 
linkages. 
 
Objectives: 
  

 Continue our commitment to extend, repair and replace sidewalks annually as 
part of our ongoing infrastructure upgrading program 

. 
 Plan for sidewalks leading to and where appropriate, within our parks 

 
 Improve overall transportation choices that would also improve recreational 

access. 
 

 Implement universal accessibility design principals as a design standard for all 
new facilities 

 
Goal 5: Encourage cooperative governmental relationships to establish an adequate 
and equitable method for financing development, operation, and maintenance of 
recreation facilities and programs. 
 
Objectives: 

 Continue to work with the Traverse City- Garfield Recreational Authority to 
maintain and purchase key recreational lands within the two jurisdictions  

 
 Seek financial support from adjacent units of government whose residents are 

significant users of Hickory Hills. 



 
 

 Encourage regional support of the Heritage Center. 
 

 
Goal 6: Concentrate on upgrading and maintaining existing parks and facilities.  
 
Objectives: 
 

 Develop consistent wayfinding signs to improve orientation, overall identity and 
name recognition of the City Parks. 

 
 Repair and replace playground equipment, benches, tables and other installations 

as needed at parks and recreational areas featuring these amenities 
 
 
 

Goal 7:  Develop new recreational facilities when supported by the residents, 
especially in park deficient areas and along waterfronts. 
 
Objectives: 
 

 Continue the Boardman Lake Trail as a top priority for the city and seek grants 
for new recreational facilities.  

 
 Pursue the possibility of a community park in the Traverse Heights neighborhood 

possibly on the school-owned land adjacent to Traverse Heights Elementary 
School. 
 

Goal 8: Maximize the use of existing facilities. 
 
Objectives: 
 

 Develop a marketing plan that promotes the use of city parks and recreational 
programs.  

 
 Recognize July as National Parks Month and celebrate by holding special events 

during the month. 
 

 Use the high school tennis courts and the tennis courts at the senior center for city 
sponsored tennis and pickle ball lessons for city residents. 



 
Goal 9: Work with schools to make recreation facilities and programs part of the 
education system. 

 
Objectives: 

 
 Work with Traverse City Area Public Schools (TCAPS) to enhance recreational 

facilities and programs as part of the education system. 
 

 Continue to work with TCAPS, Grand Traverse County Recreation Department 
and other municipalities towards developing area-wide recreation plan. 

 
 Support the Safe Routes to School Program. 

 
 Support the use of Thirlby Field for year-round recreational uses. 

 
 
 


