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1.   Collaboration with City Planning & Engineering 
2.  Why improve West Front Street? 
3.  Key Principles to Urban Street Design 
4.  Existing Conditions & Analysis Plan 
5.  Cross-Section Study 
6.  Visual Preference and Character Intent 
7.  Preliminary Design Program 
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Complete Streets 

GREENSTREETS 

Low Impact Development (LID) 

Best Management Practice (BMP) 

Sustainable Design 

 

 

 [ Master plan ] 



Complete Streets 
…streets that include sidewalks, bike and 
car lanes, some green infrastructure 
component, and are accessible to “all ages 
and abilities.”  

“make streets part of public space” and 
green and attractive. Streets should be 
community assets, compatible with built and 
natural environments, and reflect the 
balanced needs of the community and 
transportation networks. 

 

 



1.   TREE CANOPY - Non-native and low growth trees reduce habitat and contribute to  
      "urban heat island" effect. 
 
2.   STREET LIGHTING - Sodium and mercury vapor street lights are inefficient, powered by  
      dirty coal energy which emits carbon into the atmosphere. Lights are also located above   
      the trees, which results in less light reaching the sidewalk. 
 
3.   WALKABILITY / ACCESSIBILITY - Broken and narrow sidewalks limit access for 
disabled  
      persons and strollers, and may violate the Americans with Disabilities Act. (ADA) 
 
4.   BIKE ACCESS -  Lack of dedicated bike lanes reduce safety, discourage bike use and  
      promote cars as the only way to get around on wheels. The wide street promotes  
      speeding, making it even less safe for bikes and pedestrians. 
 
5.  STORMWATER - The storm water drains debris and pollutants directly into local rivers  
     through the underground sewer system. This poisons fish and other wildlife, promotes  
     illness among people, and contributes to the death of the Chesapeake Bay. 



1.  TREE CANOPY - Native large canopy trees increase habitat, clean air, and cool street,   
      sidewalks and homes. 
 
2.  STREET LIGHTING - Light emitting diode (L.E.D.) streetlight fixtures are extremely   
     efficient, and will be powered by clean wind energy. The lights will be closer to the street  
     to maintain effectiveness to public safety. 
 
3.  WALKABILITY / ACCESS - ADA compliant (36" wide) sidewalks promote wellness,  
     walking and community. 
 
4.  BIKE ACCESS - Clearly marked bike lanes promote safety, wellness, an alternative to       
     cars, and offer connectivity to bike trails and transit. 
 
5.  STORMWATER -  "Bioretention" gardens and treeboxes are the destination for  
     stormwater instead of the sewer system. The water is then naturally filtered of pollutants  
     and debris, helping restore our rivers and the Bay. 
 
6.  The "bump-out" design produces a "wiggle" in the street, slowing traffic for bike and  
      pedestrian safety. 



“STREETS ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF 
OUR COMMUNITIES AND THE 
FOUNDATION OF OUR URBAN 
ECONOMIES, THEY MAKE UP MORE 
THAN 80% OF ALL PUBLIC SPACE IN 
CITIES.” 

   -Urban Street Design Guide, 2013 

 



“GROWING URBAN POPULATIONS OF 
MILLENNIAL AND RETIRING EMPTY 
NESTERS MOVING BACK TO THE CITY 
ARE DEMANDING THEIR STREETS 
SERVE NOT ONLY AS CORRIDORS 
FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF PEOPLE, 
GOODS, AND SERVICES, BUT AS 
FRONT YARDS, PARKS, 
PLAYGROUNDS, AND PUBLIC 
SPACES…..STREETS MUST BE 
DESIGNED TODAY TO ACCOMMODATE 
AN EVER EXPANDING SET OF NEEDS.” 

   -Urban Street Design Guide, 2013 
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Streets Are Public Spaces 
 
 
 

[ key principles of urban street design ] 

Great Streets are Great for 
Businesses 
 

Streets Can Be Changed 
 
 
 

Design For Safety 
 
 
 

Streets are Ecoystems Act Now 

-Urban Street Design Guide, 2013 



[ existing conditions & analysis ] 
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EXISTING LAND USE & ZONING 
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[ cross-section study ] 

 OPTIONS 
 
 
 4 



DIVISION STREET 
 
 
 

PINE STREET 
 
 
 











[ visual preference & character intent ] 















Traffic Controls 
Parking Management 
Pedestrian & Non-Motorized 
Stormwater 
Utilities 
Street Furniture 
Transit 
Lighting 
Street Trees 
Parklets, Plazas 
Operations & Maintainence 
 

 

 [ pre-programming ] 



THIS PRESENTATION WAS PREPARED BY 
  

 
INFLUENCE DESIGN FORUM  
  
BASED IN TRAVERSE CITY MICHIGAN AND AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE – INFLUENCE DESIGN FORUM (IDF) IS A COLLABORATION OF PROFESSIONALS EXPLORING THE 
SEAMS THAT MAKE UP THE ECOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXT OF LANDSCAPE, ART, CULTURE, AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT.  
 
WE DO RESEARCH, PLANNING, AND DESIGN PROJECTS THAT STRIVE TO POSITIVELY IMPACT SOCIAL CAPITAL, STRENGTHEN RESILIENCE, AND PROVIDE A FOUNDATION 
FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH.  THESE PROJECTS ARE INITIATED BY COMMUNITY GROUPS, CITY AGENCIES, AND NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS WHO LOOK TO IDF’S 
EXPERIENCE ENGAGING MULTIPLE STAKEHOLDERS AND COORDINATING COMPLEX PLANNING AND DESIGN PROJECTS. 
 
OUR UNCONVENTIONAL PROJECT TEAMS BRING TOGETHER CITIES, COMMUNITY GROUPS, DEVELOPERS, AND PRIVATE SECTOR EXPERTS WITH A DIVERSE GROUP OF 
DESIGNERS, PLANNERS, ARTISTS, SCIENTISTS, ENGINEERS, AND POLICY MAKERS TO PROBLEM SOLVE, INNOVATE, AND RESEARCH NEW IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE.   
 
WE ARE VISIONARIES, WHO THINK SYSTEMATICALLY HOW DESIGN WORKS - FROM PUBLIC SPACES, BUILDINGS, AND THE WORKPLACE TO TRANSPORTATION,  
FOOD SYSTEMS, AND ENTIRE NEIGHBORHOODS.  
 
MICHIGAN OFFICE 
120 East Front Street 
2nd Floor Loft 
PO Box 1507 
Traverse City, Michigan 49685 
(231) 944-4114 
 
info@influencedesignforum.com 
 


