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City of Traverse City 
Park or Public Land Use High Impact Permit 

 
Pursuant to the City of Traverse City Park and Public Land Use Policy, the following 
parks or public land are hereby permitted to be utilized: 
 

• Thursday, September 25 - Sunday, September 28, 2025  
Public Land:  Open Space West Quadrant 

• Saturday, September 27 
Public Land:  F & M Park, with rolling closure on City Streets  

 
Event(s): Rally & Visibility March, Resource Fair, Drag Party, Silent Disco 
 
Permit Holder: Up North Pride dba Loud & Proud 

 
 

Exclusive use is not granted.  However, the City of Traverse City hereby authorizes 
the use of the above-named Parks and Public Land during the time period indicated 
above subject to the following terms and conditions. 
 
1. The Applicant shall furnish to the City Clerk’s office a certificate of insurance for submit 

Comprehensive General Liability Certificate in the amount of $1 million per occurrence 
along with an endorsement to the policy naming the City of Traverse City as additional 
insured.  If alcohol is being served but not sold, the applicant shall furnish to the City 
Clerk’s Office a Certificate of Insurance for $1 million host liquor liability, naming the 
City of Traverse City as additional insured.  If alcohol is being sold, the applicant shall 
furnish to the City Clerk’s Office a Certificate of Insurance for $1 million liquor liability, 
naming the City of Traverse City as additional insured.  The City Clerk may require 
additional insurance coverage. 

 
2. The Applicant shall be liable for all damages both to property and person and shall defend, 

indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, agents, and employees from any and all 
claims, liabilities, losses, damages, actual attorney fees, and settlement expenses resulting 
or arising out of or in connection with the performance of the act for which this permit is 
issued.  The obligations to defend indemnify and hold harmless shall exclude only those 
matters in which the claim arises out of allegations of the sole negligence or act of the City, 
its officers, agents or employees. 

 
3. The Applicant shall reimburse the City for expenses such as police, fire, streets, and others 

as agreed upon between the City and the applicant and will be billed accordingly. 
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4. The application is attached hereto and made a part of this permit.  In the event that any 

term, clause or provision of this Permit conflicts with any term, clause or provision 
contained in any attachments hereto, this Permit’s terms shall prevail. 

 
5. The tent/canopy membrane material shall be non-combustible, flame resistant, or treated 

in an approved manner in accordance with the State Building Code.  On-site inspection 
will be done by the Fire Marshal; it is the responsibility of the Permit Holder to arrange 
such inspection at least seven (7) days prior to the event. 

 
6. The Applicant shall comply with all federal, state, county and city rules and regulations; 

nothing in this permit shall be construed to grant a waiver from any such regulations. 
 
7. The Applicant is responsible for any cleanup following this event and any damage done to 

City property and will be billed accordingly. 
 
8. If there is any staking done, the Applicant shall contact MISS DIG (1-800-482-7171) and 

the City’s Parks and Recreation Superintendent (231-922-4910, extension 114) at least five 
(5) days prior to such staking. 

 
9. The rights granted by this permit are revocable at the will of the City of Traverse City, and 

the Applicant waives any right to claim damages or compensation in the event that this 
permit is revoked. 

 
10. This permit may not be transferred or assigned. 
 
 
 
Attached: 
__x___Application 
__x___Site Plan 
__x___Narrative 
 
 
Date:  9/22/25              Issued by ___________________________ 
             Sarah Lutz, Interim City Clerk 
 
Permit prepared by: Kristen Messner    
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  UP NORTH PRIDE 2025 
CITY PERMIT REQUESTS & NARRATIVES 

. 

PRIDE RALLY 
September 27, 2025 - 12:30 pm 

Requested Park: 
● F&M Park

○ 8am - 3pm

This year, we plan on rallying at F&M Park for 30- 45 minutes 
starting at 12:30pm for speakers and djs. This will kick off our 
march. This event will require setup of a stage and sound 
system for the event. This will happen earlier in the day with 
teardown happening immediately following.  

VISIBILITY MARCH 

September 27, 2025 - approx 1:30pm (post rally) to 2pm 



Requested Closure: 
● Rolling Closure

○ F&M > State > Railroad > Front > Union > The Open Space

An estimated 3,000 people joined us in support of the LGBT+ 
community in 2024, and the numbers will hopefully continue 
to grow. We are requesting a police escort, again, along this 
route. We love the support of our City Police Department and 
the security they provide for this event. We are also 
requesting the ability to cross Grandview Parkway to end at 
the Open Space. This is a proposed rolling closure and no 
signage will be posted this year, per previous event 
conversations with Traverse City Parking Services.  

RESOURCE FAIR, DRAG 
PARTY & SILENT DISCO 
September 27, 2024 - 2pm to 
MIDNIGHT  

Requested Closure: 

● Open Space Park (West Quadrant)

● Request setup on Friday, September 26
● Request teardown on Sunday, September 28

The march will end at the Open space with over 30 area 
nonprofits, food trucks, bar, and live performances filling the 
park for four hours leading into the Drag Show on Friday 
evening in the west quadrant of Open Space Park. We hope 
to have 6 local performers take to the stage from 6pm - 9pm 
to showcase their talents and promote the concepts of 
inclusion and diversity through celebration and art, with a 
headline performance from Emm, a performer that originally 
is from the Traverse City area, but now touring at Pride 
Events all over the world. A silent disco (10pm - Midnight) will 
follow the drag show for everyone to dance in the park 
under the stars, and abide by the sound ordinance.  



F&M Park layout for rally. March lineup will start on State St, with barricades placed on State for 
pedestrian safety to start lineup for march 



Resource Fair, Drag Show and Silent Disco layout. 

Food Trucks will be parked along west side of bar/merch tent, between inner fencing barricade 
and booths/bar & merch booths and tent.  




