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City of Traverse City 
Park or Public Land Use High Impact Permit 

 
Pursuant to the City of Traverse City Park and Public Land Use Policy, the following 
parks or public land are hereby permitted to be utilized: 

• Friday, July 31, 2026 (6pm – 11:59pm) 
• Saturday, August 1, 2026 (12 midnight to 6pm) 

 
Public Land:   

• Lots C & D 
• Boardman River Boardwalk and Slips west of Park Street 

 
Event Name: 39th Annual Boats on the Boardwalk Vintage Boat Show 
 
Event Organizer: Jeff Rogers (Applicant) 
Water Wonderland Chapter of the Antique & Classic Boat Society 

 
Exclusive use is not granted.  However, the City of Traverse City hereby authorizes 
the use of the above-named Parks and Public Land during the time period indicated 
above subject to the following terms and conditions. 
 
1. The Applicant shall furnish to the City Clerk’s office a certificate of insurance for 

submit Comprehensive General Liability Certificate in the amount of $1 million per 
occurrence along with an endorsement to the policy naming the City of Traverse 
City as additional insured.  If alcohol is being served but not sold, the applicant shall 
furnish to the City Clerk’s Office a Certificate of Insurance for $1 million host liquor 
liability, naming the City of Traverse City as additional insured.  If alcohol is being 
sold, the applicant shall furnish to the City Clerk’s Office a Certificate of Insurance 
for $1 million liquor liability, naming the City of Traverse City as additional 
insured.  The City Clerk may require additional insurance coverage. 

 
2. The Applicant shall be liable for all damages both to property and person and shall 

defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, agents, and employees 
from any and all claims, liabilities, losses, damages, actual attorney fees, and 
settlement expenses resulting or arising out of or in connection with the performance 
of the act for which this permit is issued.  The obligations to defend indemnify and 
hold harmless shall exclude only those matters in which the claim arises out of 
allegations of the sole negligence or act of the City, its officers, agents or employees. 

 
3. The Applicant shall reimburse the City for expenses such as police, fire, streets, 
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parking, and others as agreed upon between the City and the applicant and will be 
billed accordingly. 

 
4. The application is attached hereto and made a part of this permit.  In the event that 

any term, clause or provision of this Permit conflicts with any term, clause or 
provision contained in any attachments hereto, this Permit’s terms shall prevail. 

 
5. The tent/canopy membrane material shall be non-combustible, flame resistant, or 

treated in an approved manner in accordance with the State Building Code.  On-site 
inspection will be done by the Fire Marshal; it is the responsibility of the Permit 
Holder to arrange such inspection at least seven (7) days prior to the event. 

 
6. The Applicant shall comply with all federal, state, county and city rules and 

regulations; nothing in this permit shall be construed to grant a waiver from any 
such regulations. 

 
7. The Applicant is responsible for any cleanup following this event and any damage 

done to City property and will be billed accordingly. 
 
8. If there is any staking done, the Applicant shall contact MISS DIG (1-800-482-

7171) and the City’s Parks and Recreation Superintendent (231-922-4910, 
extension 114) at least five (5) days prior to such staking. 

 
9. The rights granted by this permit are revocable at the will of the City of Traverse 

City, and the Applicant waives any right to claim damages or compensation in the 
event that this permit is revoked. 

 
10. This permit may not be transferred or assigned. 
 
 
 
 
Date:         7/21/26            Issued by: ___________________________ 
                      Sarah Lutz, City Clerk 
 
Attached: 
  X Application                                     
  X Site Plan                                                            
  X  Narrative 





















 
 
TO: City of Traverse City 
 
FROM: Water Wonderland Chapter of the Antique & Classic Boat Society, Inc. 
  Jeff Rogers – chairman, Boats on the Boardwalk 
 
RE:  Boats on the Boardwalk ’26 – downtown Traverse City – August 1, 2026 
 
Dear City of TC- 
It’s hard to believe that 2026 will mark our 39th year of exhibiting vintage boats along that scenic stretch 
of the Boardman River in downtown Traverse.  Of all the vintage boat shows I’ve attended across North 
America, not many come close to such a perfect and natural venue – and at no charge to anyone 
enjoying the show. 
 
So, while this is not a new event – and many or most of you reading this will be well-familiar with the 
our annual event – I wanted to take a moment to give a brief overview / update. 
 

▪ OVERVIEW 
o Boats on the Boardwalk is an in-the-water vintage boat show – along the banks / 

boardwalk of the Boardman River – which has taken place annually since 1987, always 
on the first Saturday of August. 

o Organized by the Water Wonderland Chapter of the Antique & Classic Boat Society, Inc. 
(ACBS), the Chapter was itself founded in Traverse City in 1987 as well 

o Volunteer members of the WWC/ACBS have – throughout its’ history – organized and 
staffed the show.   

o There are no gates / restricted access to the show – and never has been / will be – so all 
residents and visitors to TC can take part in this stellar exhibit of classic watercraft at no 
charge and without any tickets or registration. 
 

▪ DAY OF EVENT 
o The morning of the show will include the launching of boats – whether at the Boardman 

ramp, at Clinch Park, or at Elmwood Township marina. 
o For boats that launch at the Boardman ramp, those related trucks / trailers will be 

parked in that Boardman ramp parking lot.   
o Boats will be docked along the boardwalk – from the Chamber of Commerce building on 

the west to the Boardman ramp on the east. 
 

▪ HIGHLIGHTS / ADDITIONAL ASPECTS 
o We have a dry land display of boats and related nautical items – which takes place in the 

chamber of commerce parking lot. 
o In the event of high water in the past – which should not be a factor this year – we’ve 

used parking lots C & D for displaying boats. 
o As mentioned above, Boats on the Boardwalk is free to all spectators.  We know that 

this is one of many busy summertime weekends in downtown TC – and we love the fact 



that we can share this time with the film festival, the farmers market, and all other great 
things going on downtown.  Boats on the Boardwalk simply adds more richness and 
options for anyone in town that weekend. 

 
▪ YOUTH BOAT BUILDING 

o Within our chapter, we have a youth boat building program that begins early in the year 
(during the winter season) – with youth and families building their own wooden boat 
through the spring. 

o We then use Boats on the Boardwalk in TC in August as the time/place to “premiere” 
these boats – and they’re on display at the pavilion just below the chamber of 
commerce offices along the Boardman River. 
 

▪ IMPROVEMENTS / LOGISTICS 
o CANOPY:  As for additional improvements or items onsite during the Boats on the 

Boardwalk, we keep it very minimal.  We contract with GJ’s Rentals to set up a 20’ x 20’ 
canopy in the northwest corner of the chamber parking lot.  This canopy is for our use – 
as “boat show headquarters” throughout the day.  Canopy will be removed by GJ’s 
either later Saturday night – or early Sunday morning. 

o VENDORS:  We have traditionally had a few vendors / sponsors set up in the chamber 
parking lot. One of those who has been with us all 36 years is Hagerty Insurance.  Along 
with them is the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary – which provides boating safety information 
and courses.  We would like to continue the growth of our show by having more 
vendors that sell and promote nautical-related memorabilia, services, and activities. 
 

▪ JUDGING / AWARDS 
o Throughout the day, we have volunteer judges (from the WWC/ACBS) who will be 

judging all boats for our various awards.   
o We also have a special youth judging program – involving children from 5-15 years old – 

in conjunction with Big Brothers Big Sisters of TC.   
o Our annual award ceremony is held at 3:30 PM – in front of the chamber / our canopy 

tent.   
 

▪ SHOW CONCLUSION 
o Once the award ceremony has concluded, boat exhibitors are released from their docks 

by our chapter volunteers and boats are retrieved.   
o Parking lots will be vacated shortly thereafter, and all events / activities onsite should be 

completed by 6PM. 
 
As always, if you’d like any additional information and / or have any questions, feel free to reach out to 
me anytime.   
 
Thanks again for making this annual summertime TC tradition possible! 
 
Best regards, 
Jeff Rogers 
 

616-450-5117 (mobile) 
jeffreyarogers@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:jeffreyarogers@sbcglobal.net





